
BY RACHEL BROWN
rachelbrown@daltoncitizen.com

“Five, six, seven, eight. Walk, two, three,
clap. Now on eight, everybody feet apart, OK?”

Vince Gully turns on the music for the real
drill. Two dozen or so elementary school stu-
dents follow his steps, their faces just as serious
as his.

Yet, during a break from the hip hop dance
class at the Boys and Girls Club on Underwood
Street, 9-year-old Cory Strickland giggles and
demonstrates his favorite moves.

“I get to moooove,” he says, twisting his
torso and moving his arms around.

Cody is a bundle of energy, as is his brother,

Antar, 8. They attend City Park Elementary
School, but after school they come to the Boys
and Girls Club. The club is a nonprofit organi-
zation that offers enrichment, education, leader-
ship and other kinds of classes after school, dur-
ing school breaks and during the summer.
Parents pay a weekly fee for activities, but the
organization also provides scholarships for
those who need financial help.

Gully is teaching weekly, 45-minute classes
to about 20 elementary school students and
about 20 teens for six weeks. The Dalton Arts
Project pays his salary.

BY CHARLES OLIVER
charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com

They call it Soul Food for a rea-
son.

“It’s a chance to get out and fel-
lowship with others. We enjoy
that,” said Teri Long. “We live
right down the street, so it’s con-
venient for us. And the people are
very friendly.”

Since March 18, 2008, Dalton’s
First Baptist Church has hosted

the free supper on the first, third
and fifth Tuesdays of each month
from 4 to 6 p.m..

“We target the working poor.
We started with 35, and we are

BY CHARLES OLIVER
charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com

The stimulus bill signed by
President Barack Obama on
Tuesday has already had
one impact on Georgia
residents. They will not
get a second property tax
bill this year because of it.

Gov. Sonny Perdue
announced Tuesday a deal
that will restore the homestead tax
relief grant. Those grants allow
local governments to give home-

owners a larger homestead tax
exemption. Without that money,
many local governments would
have sent out a second tax bill. But
the grants cost the state about $428

million. Perdue said the
deal to save the payments
was possible because the
state will get about $465
million in additional
Medicaid payments.

The reprieve is only for
one year. Payments in future years
will be tied to state revenue
growth.

“But it gives us time to plan. We
(the city) are
just going to
cut spending
by that amount.
We aren’t
going to raise
taxes. But it
gives us a year
to plan for it.
Instead of hav-
ing to do it sud-
denly,” said
Dalton Mayor David Pennington.

Without the homestead grant,

the city could lose about $89,000
this year.

Pennington was one of several
local political and business leaders
who met Wednesday in Atlanta
with Perdue and other state offi-
cials.

Local officials say it’s too soon
to tell what other effects the stimu-
lus bill will have locally.

“The rumor is that the state is
going to get about $5.6 billion,”
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“With the struggling econ-
omy, carpet mill owners
need to eliminate the
salaried jobs, not the
hourly jobs. Most of the
salaried jobs are made up
jobs anyway.”

“Is there anyone in this
town who would like to
have a python snake?”

See page 2A

Call 706-272-7748

Southeast facing rare
berths in Class 3A state
basketball tournament.

See story, page 1B

Sunday alcohol sales is
back for another round in
the General Assembly.

See story, page 2A

Thinking the U.S.
Congress can wisely
manage the economy
has to be the height of
arrogance and conceit.

See Williams, 4A
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Local effects of stimulus eyed

Gabby Wright, 10, strikes a pose at the
end of a hip hop dance routine at the
Boys and Girls Club on Wednesday.

Kevin Smith,
left, 14, and
Luis Vazquez,
13, roll their
arms and then
their bodies
during a hip-
hop dance class
at the Boys and
Girls Club on
Wednesday. The
dance moves
are taught by
Vince Gully dur-
ing weekly, 45-
minute classes
at the club off
Underwood
Street.
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Bringing art to area
youth, hip-hop style

Soul food exactly
what it says it is

Tish Sitton serves meals dur-
ing Dalton First Baptist

Church's "Soul Food" on
Tuesday.
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Editor’s note: Please
keep your comments as
brief as possible. Get to the
point! Longer comments
should be submitted as let-
ters to the editor. If you
include a name, please
spell it. Call 706-272-7748
to reach Today’s Forum.

“The people at President
Obama’s recent townhall
meetings seemed to express
the opinion that the govern-
ment should give them a
house, a car and a better job.
Whatever happened to the
American way of earning
these things.”

“If you read the new
Testament, concentrating on
the words of Jesus, you will
find he was a liberal and a
socialist.”

“Is there no one in
NASCAR who can stand up
to Dale Earnhardt and make
him go by the rules?”

“The divorce rates in
Whitfield County are down
because you can’t get into
court. It seems they are too
backlogged.”

“Is it a job requirement in
law enforcement to be at
least 75 pounds over-
weight?”

“Let’s not speak ill of
anyone. Let’s give
Republicans and Democrats
that benefit.”

“I don’t think God loaned
out talent for venom spewing
and conflict.”

“Who does Christian
Heritage play? Yet they lead
in every category of the bas-
ketball stats. What’s wrong
with this picture?”

Editor’s note: The num-
bers are the numbers. They
are not meant as a compar-
ison.

“Bush is not the most
destructive president this
country has ever had. Abe
Lincoln literally burned and
destroyed the South with his
thugs, Sherman and Grant.”

“Would the Bible
thumpers please take a day
off from the Forum? Just
one.”

“If Dalton officials want
West Hill Cemetery to be a
tourist attraction, they really
should think about cleaning
it up and making some
repairs.”

“Slow pitch softball is for
girls who don’t like fast pitch
or who can’t play it. Fast
pitch is much better.”

“Why is North Georgia
Electric gouging its cus-
tomers since gas prices have
gone down?”

Mr. Negativity says:
“Politicians don’t run for

office for the salary it pays.
They plan on getting rich
from being in office. So why
pay them any salary?”

“For the person who has
two granddaughters who
play fast pitch and love it,
one must be the pitcher and
the other must be the catch-
er.”

“People in Dalton are los-
ing their homes because
local politicians for the last
20 years were owned by the
carpet mills and kept out
other industries.”

“To the person who com-
mented on the fat preachers,
you really aren’t supposed to
judge.”

“Mr. Obama said in his
weekly radio address that we
would turn this crisis into
opportunity. I wonder what
opportunity he is talking
about — furthering his liber-
al agenda.”

“I wish everyone in
Whitfield County would get
together, get a convoy and
then go up to North Georgia
Electric and find out what’s
going on. They’re hitting
everybody while they’re
down.”

“How is Eton going to
direct traffic at four schools
when they only have three
officers?”

“In the 50s, 60s, and 70s
“Made in the USA” meant
something. People wanted
that. Japan’s products were
laughed at. Now in the glob-
al market Japanese products
are great and they have all
the money and jobs. Global
economy — who’s it good
for? Certainly not us.”

Editor’s note: Many
products formerly made in
Japan are now made in
other countries. Japanese
unemployment is high (by
their standards) and their
economic growth is almost
nil. Look for another
boogeyman.

“Republicans are mad
because the Democrats are
smarter and better at govern-
ing.”

“The dictionary defines
democracy as government by
the people. There were mil-
lions of phone calls and e-
mails to our elected repre-
sentatives about they spend-
ing bill that were ignored.
Remember this the next time
they campaign for office.”

“Is there anyone in this
town who would like to have
a python snake?”

“If Alexander Hamilton
were alive today, he’d chal-
lenge Barney Frank, Nancy
Pelosi and Harry Reid to a
duel. And this time he
wouldn’t miss.”

“We have a vast country
with all the resources we
need. We do not need to have
someone buying our country,
buying our bonds. The citi-
zens need to own America.”

“I have some advice for
President Obama — recruit
Jimmy Espy as special advis-
er. He has all the answers for
all the problems, not just for
us but for all future genera-
tions. I have been reading
this paper for over 75 years
and never seen it as biased as
it is now. And you don’t have
to thank me for reading your
column.”

“With the struggling
economy, carpet mill owners
need to eliminate the salaried
jobs, not the hourly jobs.
Most of the salaried jobs are
made up jobs anyway.”

“I am 85 and to the best of
my ability have voted for the
person not the party. I firmly
believe we have the worst
leadership in Washington in
the history of America.
America as we know it will
no longer exist.”

“Obama names Geithner
as the new secretary of treas-
ury. He then gives a speech
on TV and the stock market
drops 400 points. People
don’t trust a lying, cheating
thief.”

“I didn’t like President
Clinton when he was in
office but when he left I quit
complaining. The people
who keep griping about Bush
have a problem. Obama is
doing such a bad job, they
have to attack Bush.”

“I am a baby boomer and I
just watched a program about
the 1960s. Two songs stood
out two me — “Eve of
Destruction” and ‘What the
World Needs Now.” It
reminds of how much the
world has changed in 50
years but also how it hasn’t.
It’s come back around again.”
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LOTTERY WINNING NUMBERS – FOR FEB. 18
Georgia: Midday Cash 3: 7-1-5, Cash 4: 4-1-6-3, Evening Cash 3: 6-8-9
Win for Life: 9-11-18-21-24-37, Free Ball: 39
Tennessee: Midday Cash 3: 2-2-2, Lucky Sum: 6; Cash 4: 6-1-9-9, Lucky
Sum: 25 Evening Cash 3: 1-4-0, Lucky Sum: 5, Cash 4: 9-9-8-0, Lucky
Sum: 26

TODAY’S FORUM

TODAY’S CITIZEN
NAME: Amy Kleem
AGE: 33
HOME: Rocky Face
FAMILY: Husband,
Curtis; children,
Andrew, Own and
DeAshia
WORK: Director of
Family Promise of
Whitfield County, a
new homeless shel-
ter for families in the
area.
HOBBIES: Spend
time with family (all
there is time for!)
SHE SAID: “ Please
take time to lend a
hand to assist those in
need in our communi-
ty.”

Open daily, regular store hours. We accept Visa, Mastercard,American Express and Discover.
Sorry, no checks. ALL SALES FINAL. No Refunds or Exchanges.

All locations

Going Out of Business

STORES CLOSE BY FEB. 27TH.
FINAL WEEK

Reduced Again!

LAST CALL
70-90% %

ORIG.
PRICE

OFF

Fixtures & Office Equipment for sale!50%
OFF

BY SHANNON
MCCAFFREY

Associated Press Writer

ATLANTA — Sunday
sales is back for another
round.

Backers of a measure to
allow Georgia stores to sell
booze on the Sabbath
launched a fresh push on
Wednesday, arguing the
state’s struggling economy
could use the extra revenue.
They are also looking to link
the bill this year with one
that would crack down on
those who sell alcohol to
minors.

But opponents told a
Senate panel that the bill
would represent “one more
tear” in the state’s moral fab-
ric.

“The majority of our citi-
zens still have Sunday as a
day or worship, a day of
rest,” the Rev. Ray Newman,
of the Georgia Baptist

Convention, told the state
Senate Regulated Industries
and Utilities Committee.
“It’s a further encroachment
on the Lord’s day.”

Grocery store owners say
Georgia customers have
been clamoring for the
change.

Officials with the Kroger
Co. say that Sunday is now
the second-busiest shopping
day of the year.

Henry Colley, vice presi-
dent of Sprint Foods, said for
him it is a simple issue of
business. Colley said his cus-
tomers in East Georgia fre-
quently cross the border into
South Carolina, where stores
may sell alcohol on Sundays.
If Colley expands he said
he’ll do so in South Carolina.

“We must maximize sales
potential and that includes
alcoholic beverage sales to
any legal customer,” Colley
said.

“Local option is all we

ask for; let the community
decide,” Colley said.

The bill, sponsored by
Sen. Seth Harp, a Midland
Republican, would give local
governments the option on
whether to permit Sunday
alcohol sales. Voters in those
areas would have to approve
the change at the ballot box.

Georgia is one of only
three states that don’t allow
stores to sell alcohol on
Sunday. The other two are
Connecticut and Indiana.

The Sunday sales bill has
failed to win passage for the
past two years. It faces oppo-
sition from Gov. Sonny
Perdue, a teetotaler and
Christian conservative.

Perdue has argued that
Sunday sales would lead to
more alcohol-fueled traffic
fatalities.

Supporters of the bill dis-
pute his numbers.

But the argument was
heard frequently at

Ga. Senate panel takes
up Sunday sales bill

FROM STAFF REPORTS

No injuries were reported
from two separate fires in
Whitfield County on
Tuesday and Wednesday,
Whitfield County Fire Chief
Carl Collins said.

Firefighters responded
early Wednesday morning to
a pull along travel trailer that
caught fire on Cohutta
Beaverdale Road. The cause
of the fire had not been deter-
mined Wednesday afternoon,
but Collins said there was
nothing suspicious about the
blaze.

On Tuesday, firefighters
put out a fire in a vacant
mobile home on Five Springs
Road. The porch on the
mobile home was damaged.
Burning trash that blew onto
the mobile home caused the
fire, Collins said.

2 fires reported



• Linda Carrol Brown,
49, 2123 Dug Gap Road,
Dalton, was charged
Monday by the Whitfield
County Sheriff’s Office with
criminal damage to property
in the second degree and
battery (family violence).

• William Kelly Arnold,
26, 13807 U.S. Highway
127, Dunlap, Tenn., was
charged Tuesday by the
Murray County Sheriff’s
Office with terroristic
threats and acts and simple
battery (both family vio-
lence).

• David Lee McCoy, 20,
173 Craneater Circle,
Calhoun, was charged
Tuesday by the Chatsworth
Police Department with
DUI and underage con-
sumption.

• Teresa Dianne Newkirk,
45, no address listed, was
charged Tuesday by the
Dalton Police Department
with pedestrian under the
influence, obstruction of an
officer, drugs to be kept in
original container and pos-
session of hydrocodone.

• Edie Jean Wells, 33,
117 Northwest Midway,

Tunnel Hill, was charged
Tuesday by the Dalton
Police Department with pos-
session of tools of the com-
mission of a crime and pos-
session of crack cocaine.

• Earl Junior Davis, 66,
Route 2, Box 4725,
Pennington Gap, Va., was
charged Wednesday by the
Dalton Police Department
with DUI, failure to dim
headlights, failure to drive
within a single lane and
open container in vehicle.

• Ana Beatriz Diaz-
Martinez, 30, 401 Water St.,
Dalton, was charged
Wednesday by the Dalton
Police Department with
identity theft, first degree
forgery and false state-
ments.

Gully has performed
locally in “The Nutcracker”
and teaches at various dance
schools around Georgia.
Working with the Boys and
Girls Club differs somewhat
from his other assignments,
he said.

“The opportunity to work
with underprivileged or less
fortunate kids who are here
and want to do it because they
love to dance (is what sets
this apart),” he said. “When
you can’t have something,
and then you’re afforded the
opportunity to do it, you seem
a little more grateful.”

Robbie Slocumb, chief
professional officer for the
Boys and Girls Clubs of
Gordon, Murray and
Whitfield Counties, said the
hip hop classes tie into the
club’s mission “to enable all
young people, especially

those who need us most, to
reach their full potential as
productive, caring, responsi-
ble citizens.”

“(Gully’s) demeanor com-
mands respect and the kids
respond to him so well,”
Slocumb said. “He relates to
them. He knows what he’s
doing, but he’s down to their
level.”

Berrien Long, artistic
director for the Dalton Arts
Project, said the project’s
mission involves taking art to
people so they can experience
it.

Raylin Macon, 10, attends
Blue Ridge Elementary
School. She said she signed
up for a dance class at the
club over the summer and
decided she liked it enough to
sign up for this one.

“I like to dance,” she said.
Hakeem Macon, 14, said

he already danced hip hop.
“I just figured I’d see if I

could learn something new
from it,” he said.

One of his friends, Luis
Vazquez, 13, said he comes to
the club every day. One of his
favorite moves involves wav-
ing his arms, he said.

Gully said he began danc-
ing when he was 13.

“Before hip hop was
called hip hop, it used to be
called funk or street dancing,”
he said.

When he was 17, he
attended Jones Junior College
in Mississippi and used his
free time to teach his friends
the hip hop moves he had
learned. His passion for
teaching grew from there.

A self-described “artsy”
individual of parents who
were school teachers, the
Marietta resident said he
toured with local and regional
bands and artists after finish-
ing college. Now, he splits his
time between Powerhouse
Dance in Kennesaw, Studio
Dance Inc. in Dallas, Ballet
North in Paulding County and
the Dalton Arts Project.

“Eventually I would like
to go to film school and
direct,” he said.
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Looper spends the

time with you to

understand your

hearing needs.

Looper has the
knowledge and
experience
to help you choose
the hearing solution
that is best for you.

706.226.4623 www.loopershc.com

O O P E R
S p e e c h & H e a r i n g C e n t e r

Looper then provides
support and service
to ensure you continue
to hear the sounds you
love.

Dance: Hip hop
➣ Continued from page 1A
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MISTY WATSON/The Daily Citizen

Titus Underwood, left, 6, and his brother Timothy, 8, strike a pose during a hip-hop dance class at the Boys
and Girls Club on Wednesday.

Felipe Ramirez, 12, reacts as he finds out Nikki
Moss, 15, will be placing her foot on his knee during
the finale pose of a hip hop dance routine.

Adrianna Bryant, 11, front left, Raylin Macon, 10, and Iris Vines, 9, perform a rou-
tine during a hip hop dance class at the Boys and Girls Club on Wednesday.

Whitfield Rec
looking to hire
fitness instructors

BY JAMIE JONES
jamiejones@daltoncitizen.com

Whitfield County is look-
ing for a few good fitness
instructors.

The parks and recreation
department wants to hire
three part-time employees to
teach exercise classes at the
county gym on Gillespie
Drive and the Varnell gym.
The county pays the city of
Varnell $10,000 a year in in-
kind services to use the gym.

George Page, director of
the county parks and recre-
ation department, envisions
the county hosting a wide
range of programs for adults
including aerobics, Tai Chi
and yoga. But he said the
department can’t move for-
ward with the programs until
he finds certified instructors
to teach the classes.

“We want quality instruc-
tors for our programs,” Page
said. “What we hope to do is
have three so we can have a
backup as well if someone
has to miss or is sick. When
you work with part-time
folks, some of them have
full-time jobs and things
come up.”

The county has a hiring
freeze in some departments
and could furlough employ-
ees one day a month later
this year. Page said the fit-
ness positions will pay for
themselves through fees
charged for the classes.
Specific costs for the classes
haven’t been set, but the
county expects to bring in
$50,000 in recreation activi-
ty fees this year.

Pay for the positions is
not listed and is based on
qualifications. They include
a thorough knowledge of
human anatomy and fitness
instruction principles, a gen-
eral knowledge of first aid
and the ability to “deal tact-
fully with the general pub-
lic.” Strong preference is
given to instructors having

certain national certifica-
tions. The instructors will be
assigned to the recreation
department and will report to
Page.

He hopes the programs
will attract adults and senior
citizens, adding the county
does not intend to compete
directly with private gyms
and fitness centers.

“The fact of the matter is
we’ve got residents in the
county that aren’t members
of gyms or wellness centers,”
Page said. “They’re just
looking for drop-in type
deals. We’ve had a lot of
folks call wanting this, so
we’re trying to meet the need
of the residents. It’s some-
thing they would love for us
to do.”

County officials had big
plans for parks and recre-
ation before the economic
downturn hit, forcing a scal-
ing back of those aspirations.
The parks and recreation
department’s budget this
year increased to $1 million,
up from $883,633 last year
and $765,216 in 2005. Last
year, the board of commis-
sioners paid an Atlanta engi-
neering and design firm
$36,000 to complete a recre-
ation master plan. The 180-
page plan outlines $70 mil-
lion in recreation improve-
ments over the next 20 years,
although the county doesn’t
have the money to pay for
those wide-reaching
upgrades.

The new Westside Park is
a go, but it’s been extended
from a one-year to a two-
year project, with $600,000
being spent in 2009 and
$600,000 in 2010. Plans for
the park include four soft-
ball/baseball fields, a soc-
cer/football field, a play-
ground area, picnic facilities
and a walking path. The
county spent $590,200 to
finish work at Edwards Park
in north Whitfield County in
2008.



VIEWPOINTS

The idea that even the
brightest person or group of
bright people, much less the
U.S. Congress, can wisely
manage an economy has to
be the height of arrogance
and conceit. Why? It is
impossible for anyone to
possess the knowledge that
would be necessary for such
an undertaking. At the risk of
boring you, let’s go through a
small example that proves
such knowledge is impossi-
ble.

Imagine you are trying to
understand a system consist-
ing of six elements. That
means there would be 30, or
n(n-1), possible relationships
between these elements.
Now suppose each element
can be characterized by
being either on or off. That
means the number of possi-
ble relationships among
those elements grows to the
number 2 raised to the 30th
power; that’s well over a bil-
lion possible relationships
among those six elements.

Our economic system
consists of billions of differ-
ent elements that include
members of our population,
businesses, schools, parcels
of land and homes. A list of
possible relationships defies
imagination and even more
so if we include international
relationships. Miraculously,
there is a tendency for all of
these relationships to operate
smoothly without congres-
sional meddling. Let’s think
about it.

The average well-stocked
supermarket carries over
60,000 different items.
Because those items are so
routinely available to us, the
fact that it is a near miracle
goes unnoticed and unappre-
ciated. Take just one of those

items —
c a n n e d
t u n a .
P r e t e n d
t h a t
Cong ress
a p p o i n t s
you tuna
czar; that’s
not totally
out of the
picture in
light of the
fact that
Cong ress

has recently proposed a car
czar for our auto industry.

My question to you as
tuna czar is: Can you identify
and tell us how to organize
all of the inputs necessary to
get tuna out of the sea and
into a supermarket? The
most obvious inputs are fish-
ermen, ships, nets, canning
factories and trucks. But how
do you organize the inputs
necessary to build a ship, to
provide the fuel, and what
about the compass? The
trucks need tires, seats and
windshields. It is not a
stretch of the imagination to
suggest that millions of
inputs and people cooperate
with one another to get
canned tuna to your super-
market.

But what is the driving
force that explains how mil-
lions of people manage to
cooperate to get 60,000 dif-
ferent items to your super-
market? Most of them don’t
give a hoot about you and
me, some of them might hate
Americans, but they serve us
well and they do so voluntar-
ily. The bottom line motiva-
tion for the cooperation is
people are in it for them-
selves; they want more prof-
its, wages, interest and rent,
or to use today’s silly talk —

people are greedy.
Adam Smith, the father of

economics, captured the
essence of this wonderful
human cooperation when he
said, “He (the businessman)
generally, indeed, neither
intends to promote the public
interest, nor knows how
much he is promoting it. ...
He intends only his own
security; and by directing
that industry in such a man-
ner as its produce may be of
the greatest value, he intends
only his own gain.” Adam
Smith continues, “He is in
this, as in many other cases,
led by an invisible hand to
promote an end which was
no part of his intention. ... By
pursuing his own interest he
frequently promotes that of
the society more effectually
than when he really intends
to promote it.” And later he
adds, “It is not from the
benevolence of the butcher,
the brewer, or the baker, that
we expect our dinner, but
from their regard to their own
interest.”

If you have doubts about
Adam Smith’s prediction,
ask yourself which areas of
our lives are we the most sat-
isfied and those with most
complaints. Would they be
profit motivated arenas such
supermarkets, video or cloth-
ing stores, or be nonprofit
motivated government-oper-
ated arenas such as public
schools, postal delivery or
motor vehicle registration?
By the way, how many of
you would be in favor of
Congress running our super-
markets?

Today is Thursday,
Feb. 19, the 50th day of
2009. There are 315 days
left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Feb. 19, 1945, dur-
ing World War II, some
30,000 U.S. Marines
began landing on Iwo
Jima, where they com-
menced a successful
monthlong battle to seize
control of the island from
Japanese forces.

On this date:
In 1473, astronomer

Nicolaus Copernicus was
born in Torun, Poland.

In 1803, Congress
voted to accept Ohio’s
borders and constitution.

In 1909, the National
Committee for Mental
Hygiene, a precursor to
Mental Health America,
was founded by Clifford
W. Beers.

In 1934, the U.S. Army
Air Corps began deliver-
ing mail after President
Franklin D. Roosevelt
canceled private contracts
that had come under sus-
picion.

In 1959, an agreement
was signed by Britain,
Turkey and Greece granti-
ng Cyprus its independ-
ence.

In 1997, Deng
Xiaoping, the last of
China’s major Communist
revolutionaries, died at
age 92.

Ten years ago:
President Bill Clinton
posthumously pardoned
Henry O. Flipper, the first
black graduate of West
Point, whose military
career had been tarnished
by a racially motivated
discharge.

Five years ago:
Former Enron Corp. chief
executive Jeffrey Skilling
was charged in court with
fraud, insider trading and
other crimes in connection
with the energy trader’s
colossal collapse.

One year ago: An ail-
ing Fidel Castro resigned
the Cuban presidency
after nearly a half-century
in power; his brother Raul
was later named to suc-
ceed him.

Today’s Birthdays:
Singer Smokey Robinson
is 69. Rock musician
Tony Iommi (Black
Sabbath, Heaven and
Hell) is 61. Author Amy
Tan is 57. Actor Jeff
Daniels is 54. NFL
Commissioner Roger
Goodell is 50. Britain’s
Prince Andrew is 49.
Tennis Hall-of-Famer
Hana Mandlikova is 47.
Singer Seal is 46. Rock
musician Jon Fishman
(Phish) is 44. Actress
Justine Bateman is 43.
Actor Benicio Del Toro is
42.

BY CLIFFORD MAY

There’s an old joke about three guys
stranded in the desert, dying of thirst.
They have a can of water — but can’t
open it. One guy, an engineer, uses a
stick as a lever and a rock as a fulcrum
and ... nothing. The second guy, a physi-
cist, does some calculations, drops the
can from carefully considered height
and angle and ... still nothing. Finally,
the third guy, an economist, looks at the
can and says: “OK. I have the solution.
Assume a can opener.”

A similar joke could be told about
those who have worked on the “peace
process” in the Middle East. Diplomats
and negotiators have urged Israel to give
up land (Gaza, for example) for peace.
They have attempted to “build confi-
dence” among the warring parties, as if
the conflict were just a big misunder-
standing. And they have assumed lead-
ers who did not exist as a way to conjure
a preferable reality.

Each of these approaches has failed,
and if those who will be handling the
Middle East portfolio in the Obama
administration want to understand why,
they should spend a little time listening
to the extraordinary Palestinian journal-
ist Khaled Abu Toameh. Recently, he
gave a wide-ranging interview to a
group of Americans, including Michael
J. Totten who posted a transcript on his
indispensable Web site.
http://www.michaeltotten.com/archives/
2009/02/a-minority-repo.php

Among other things, Toameh makes

clear how stupid experts can be. In the
1990s, for example, peace processors
“gathered all these PLO fighters from
around the world, released thousands of
PLO fighters from Israeli prisons, gave
them uniforms and guns, and called
them security forces. And the result was
the people who had never received any
basic training, people who had never
finished high school, became colonels
and generals in Yasser Arafat’s
(Palestinian) Authority.”

Arafat stole billions of dollars donat-
ed to aid Palestinians. “The fact that
Arafat was crooked didn’t surprise us
Palestinians,” Toameh says. We were
only surprised by the fact that the inter-
national community kept giving him
money and refused to hold him account-
able when he stole our money.”

Arafat’s corruption and misrule, fol-
lowed by the vacillation and weakness
of his successor, Mahmoud Abbas,
helped radicalize Palestinians and pave
the way for Hamas to win elections
under the banner of “reform.” But based
on its militant interpretation of Islam,
Hamas also is committed to “resistance”
— another way of saying that its non-
negotiable goal is the extermination of
what it sees as the infidel state of Israel.

“Hamas is not going to change,”
Toameh says. “All these people who
believe that Hamas will one day change
its ideology, that pragmatic leaders will
emerge in Hamas, these people are liv-
ing under illusions.”

Toameh thinks it’s time to think
small, to look for ways to manage the

conflict, rather than attempting to solve
it with some grand design. This conflict
is not just about Palestinians and Israelis
or even Arabs and Jews. “Iran, Syria,
Hezbollah, al-Qaeda, Islamic Jihad, the
Muslim Brotherhood, all these people
are playing a very negative role in this
part of the world,” Toameh says. “Iran
wants to fight to the last Palestinian.”

He does offer some advice: “If I were
an Israeli Jew I would go to the
Palestinians and say, ‘Listen, folks. I’m
prepared to give you a Palestinian state
and the Israeli majority approves of that,
not because we love the Palestinians,
but because we want to be rid of the
Palestinians.’ There’s a majority of Jews
today who want to disband most of the
settlements and take only 2 percent of
the West Bank. In the wake of these pos-
itive changes that have happened inside
Israel, all you need is a strong partner on
the Palestinian side.”

Which, Toameh is quick to acknowl-
edge, there is not at the moment. There
could be in time, however, and working
toward that goal would be a useful task
for the peace processors to take on. But
simply “assuming” that the Palestinians
have decent leaders and that the Israelis
have a Palestinian interlocutor willing
and able to cut a deal that will lead to
peace is as futile as wishing for water —
or a can opener — in the desert.

(Clifford D. May is president of the
Foundation for the Defense of
Democracies, a policy institute focus-
ing on terrorism.)
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Thought for today: “The important achievement of
Apollo was demonstrating that humanity is not forever
chained to this planet and our visions go rather further
than that and our opportunities are unlimited.”

Neal Armstrong
Astronaut (1930-)
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Mideast peace processing 101

Bible verse: “He said to them: "It is not for you
to know the times or dates the Father has set by his
own authority."”

Acts 1:7
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High-speed rail between Chattanooga and
Atlanta has been the dream of many politicians for
decades. And the dream isn’t dead yet. The
Whitfield County Board of Commissioners recent-
ly kicked in $348,000 to help fund its share a study
of a magnetic (Maglev) high-speed rail project.
Georgia and Tennessee are trying to raise $4.75
million in matching funds to get a $15 million fed-
eral grant for the study.

But there’s one big reason those earlier dreams
have never become reality: cost. Proponents say a
Maglev line would cost about $4.5 billion. But
government predictions of these sorts of massive
transportation projects almost always dramatically
underestimate their costs. Randal O’Toole, a senior
fellow at the Cato Institute think tank, notes that
recent rail projects in Denver and Seattle are run-
ning 60 to 100 percent over budget.

And for that money, there’s very little benefit.
O’Toole notes that rail lines in Europe have less
than 10 percent of the total transportation market,
even with high-speed rail, and that share is falling.

It’s especially disconcerting to see communities
between Atlanta and Chattanooga lining up behind
high-speed rail. Yes, they all anticipate they train
will stop in their downtowns. But if a train stopped
at every city between Atlanta and Chattanooga, just
how high-speed would it be?

And what would happen to those communities
that did get a stop? Yes, it would be convenient for
residents of Dalton to step on a train and be in
Atlanta in 45 minutes. But wouldn’t that just make
them more likely to dine and shop in Atlanta rather
than in Dalton?

We hope state and local leaders will take a long
look at high-speed rail before committing any tax-
payer money to it. Experience has shown that once
they start down this path, they can’t stop. There
should be no high speed rush to waste money.

The Daily Citizen

High-speed rail
a costly option



To support heart disease
prevention efforts, Kroger
says 50 stores throughout its
Atlanta Division, including
the Kroger Pharmacy at 1365
W. Walnut Ave., will provide
free health screenings Feb. 23
through March 7. The screen-
ings include tests for choles-
terol, blood pressure, diabetes
and body mass index.

Kroger customers and
associates can make an
appointment for a free health
screening by calling 877-479-
2546 or by visiting
www.kroger.com/hearthealth
y. Screenings will be con-
ducted by pharmacists or
other qualified professionals
in store pharmacies.

Simple health screenings
are a vital preventive meas-
ure, with coronary heart dis-
ease being the No. 1 cause of
death and a major cause of
disability among Americans.
According to the federal

Centers for Disease Control,
an estimated 785,000
Americans will have a new
coronary attack in 2009.

“Heart disease is one of
the most prominent illnesses
affecting our country today,”
said Glynn Jenkins, director

of communications for
Kroger’s Atlanta Division.
“We hope to create awareness
and provide education about
heart disease and the impor-
tance of frequent health
screenings through this very
important initiative.”

SUBMITTED BY WHITFIELD
COUNTY GOVERNMENT

A talk by Southern
Living’s Taylor Bruce will be
a highlight of Winter
Chautauqua, an annual
tourism education confer-
ence that will be in Dalton
this year.

Winter Chautauqua is
hosted by the Northwest
Georgia Historic High
Country Travel Association
and the Northeast Georgia
Mountains Travel
Association. Each year the
conference rotates between
the two regions.

The conference will begin
on Sunday, March 1, by shut-
tling registrants to Paradise
Arabians, the world’s second
largest Arabian horse farm.
While there, registrants will
sample wine from Cohutta
Winery and the Georgia
Winery, enjoy a barbecue
dinner from Oakwood Café,
tour the farm, feed the beau-
tiful Arabian horses, and
learn the ins and outs of a
fast-growing tourism trend,
agritourism. Scott Cagle, for-
mer owner of Cagle Dairies,
now with www.agri-tourso-
lutions.com, will be the guest
speaker. He will explain how

attendees can promote local
agriculture to attract visitors
to their communities.

Monday’s events will
begin early at the Northwest
Georgia Trade and
Convention Center. As the
general session speaker,
Bruce will explain how the
changing economy is affect-
ing the well-known magazine
and what the tourism indus-
try can do to keep up with the
changes.

There will be 14 other
speakers discussing topics
ranging from agritourism to
grant writing. Charlie Gatlin,
deputy commissioner of
tourism and marketing for
the Georgia Department of
Economic Development, will
provide an overview of
statewide tourism efforts dur-
ing lunch. For a full list and

description of classes, visit
www.WinterChautauqua.co
m.

Membership in the travel
associations is not required to

attend Winter Chautauqua.
For more information or if
you would like to attend the
event, visit www.Winter
Chautauqua.com.

said Rep. Roger Williams,
R-Dalton. “There’s going to
be money in there for trans-
portation — highways and
bridges and roads. We hope
to get some of that money
for some of our projects.
But we don’t know what
sort of rules and restrictions
are going to be put on it.”

Brian Anderson, presi-
dent of the Dalton-Whitfield
Chamber of Commerce,
noted that Obama said he is
looking to
fund proj-
ects that
are ready
to go and
Whitfield
C o u n t y
has sever-
al “shovel
r e a d y ”
projects.

“We’ve
probab ly
got $10 (million) to $12 mil-
lion in projects ready to go
to bid tomorrow,” he said,
referring to the transporta-
tion projects to be funded by
the Special Purpose Local
Option Sales Tax
(SPLOST).

“We’ve been working on
all those that are 100 percent
local. But there’s a great
number that need state
money because they are
state routes or intersect state
routes and we’ve put them
on the back burner (until the
state Department of
Transportation has the fund-
ing),” Anderson said.

Anderson was also part
of the group that met with
the governor. He said
P e r d u e
told them
h e
b e l i eve s
the state
s h o u l d
help com-
muni t ies
that raise
l o c a l
money for
projects.

Rep. Tom Dickson, R-
Cohutta, said the bill con-
tains billions for education
in three major areas: special
education, Title 1 funding
for schools with high per-
centages of students from
low-income families and
renovation and expansions

of school buildings.
“There’s going to be a lot

of study over the next cou-
ple of weeks about how
those dollars can be used,”
he said.

Dickson noted the money
will be temporary, lasting
only two or three years, and
likely won’t be used to add
new positions because the
schools would have to fund
those jobs after the federal
dollars expire.

“I assume it would be
used for equipment, train-
ing, books and things like
that,” he said.

Two weeks ago, the
General Assembly agreed to
meet in session just three
days a week until March 25,
then recess until June. The
plan then was to wait and
see how much money the
state would get from the
federal government before
putting the finishing touches
on a budget for fiscal 2010,
which starts July 1. The
state currently faces a $2.6
billion budget deficit.

Dickson said that
remains the plan, for now.

“I would guess that we
would continue what we are
doing for the next couple of
weeks. But we’ll probably
see some change in the cal-
endar as we get more infor-
mation on how the stimulus
bill will affect the state,” he
said.

Some Dalton residents
said Wednesday they wel-
come the stimulus spending
bill but were not certain how
much it will help.

“They’ve got to do some-
thing. But some of the
things that I’ve heard are in
there, birth control and stuff,
I just don’t know,” said
Dalton’s John Garza.

Anderson said he doesn’t
believe the $787 billion law
is “pure stimulus.”

“It’s an excessively large
bill. It’s got some good
intentions and good efforts
married to some typical
government spending. We
aren’t going to get stimulus-
type results from every dol-
lar in it,” he said. “But
there’s enough in it that
could help. Maybe it will
get the ship righted.
Sometimes when it comes to
the federal government you
have to take the good with
the bad.”
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BRIEFS

HHuummaannee SSoocciieettyy ooff
NNoorrtthhwweesstt GGeeoorrggiiaa
Pancake Breakfast

Saturday, February 21, 2009 at
Applebee’s Neighborhood Bar & Grill

1322 W. Walnut Ave.
7:00 am to 9:30 am

Tickets are $5.00 per person
Tickets are available from any

Humane Society of Northwest Georgia
member or at the door of Applebee’s

on Saturday morning, Feb 21st.
BBRRIINNGG TTHHEE WWHHOOLLEE FFAAMMIILLYY!!

All profit will go to help
homeless animals housed in

The Wade Adoption Center, located at
1703 Cleveland Hwy.

For more information, please call
The Humane Society of Northwest Georgia

at 706-226-5002
Or visit our website at www.hsnwga.org

BBee ssuurree ttoo wwaattcchh ffoorr oouurr aaddooppttiioonn ppaaggee tthhaatt
ppuubblliisshheess iinn TThhee DDaaiillyy CCiittiizzeenn eevveerryy 33rrdd TThhuurrssddaayy
ooff eeaacchh mmoonntthh.. ““PPaawwss FFoorr AA CCaauussee”” iiss ssppoonnssoorreedd

bbyy llooccaall bbuussiinneesssseess aanndd iinnddiivviidduuaallss wwhhoo aarree
ssppoonnssoorriinngg aa hhoommeelleessss aanniimmaall uupp ffoorr aaddooppttiioonn..

YYoouu ccaann hheellpp ssppoonnssoorr aa hhoommeelleessss aanniimmaall oonn tthhiiss
ssppeecciiaall ppaaggee bbyy ccaalllliinngg JJeennnniiffeerr oorr LLaauurraa aatt

TThhee DDaaiillyy CCiittiizzeenn ~~ 770066--221177--66339977

Stimulus: Locally
➣ Continued from page 1A

Jackie L. Rogers, CPA, P.C.
Tax Season Savings

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am - 7pm, Sat. 9am - 2pm
219 N. Fourth Ave. • Chatsworth • (706) 695-2668

10% Off Preparation of
Individual Tax Return

*Not valid on persons whom we have prepared tax returns
for during the past 3 years.

One Coupon per tax return. Coupon expires 4-15-09

NEW CLIENT
SPECIAL

➣ Continued from page 1A

Supper
now up to about 350 each
time,” said Gail Duke, who
supervises the program.

Long and her family
have been coming for sever-
al weeks. Duke said that
isn’t unusual.

“It’s mostly families,”
she said. “We’ve got one
family who treats this like a
night out. They come when
we start and they stay until
the very end. And they just
have a good time.”

The children, especially,
seemed to be having a good
time.

“We’ll put up a sign in
the corner that says ‘Kid’s
Corner,’ and we’ll have
someone read books to
them. We used to have bal-
loons. We always try to
have something for the chil-
dren because there are
always so many children
here,” Duke said.

On Tuesday, gospel
singers The Poplin Family
were scheduled to perform.

“Tonight’s a little special
because it’s so close to
Valentine’s Day,” Duke
said.

But she said they always
feature someone playing the
piano.

Most people hear about
the program from friends

and word of mouth, Duke
said, but they’ve also put
fliers out in city schools.

That’s how Armando
Huerta, 11, and his family
found out about Soul Food
in September.

“My mom, she always
wants to come,” he said.
“It’s pretty good.”

Duke heard about a simi-
lar program at Rome’s First
Baptist Church and helped
get it started in Dalton.

About 30 volunteers,
along with the church’s
kitchen staff, spend much of

the day putting together the
food. Walt Windley, heard
of the church’s ministry for
outreach and community
building, says several fami-
lies volunteer together,
since even small children
can help serve the food.

Judy Stocks has been
volunteering since the pro-
gram started.

“I loved the idea. There’s
such a need out there for
this,” she said. “It gets a lit-
tle hairy in the kitchen
sometimes, but it’s very
rewarding.”

Cindy Petway helps someone choose a dessert dur-
ing Dalton First Baptist’s “Soul Food” supper.

Gail Duke passes out goodie bags during Dalton First Baptist Church’s “Soul
Food.”

MISTY WATSON/The Daily Citizen

Perdue

Dickson

Anderson

Dalton to play host for Winter Chautauqua
Southern Living writer
to be featured speaker

Kroger store in Dalton provides free health
screenings to promote heart disease prevention

UT president
suddenly resigns

KNOXVILLE —
University of Tennessee
President John Petersen
abruptly announced his res-
ignation Wednesday, saying
he met his goals and wasn’t
forced out. “This was my
choice,” Petersen told a
news conference, adding
that he’s also not contem-
plating retirement at age 61,
though his future plans are
undecided. Petersen has
been at the helm of the
42,000-student, five-campus
University of Tennessee sys-
tem since 2004. His resigna-
tion is effective June 30.
Petersen said it would be
best for the school if he
steps down now with budget
cuts on the horizon of up to
$100 million that could
shred programs and elimi-
nate 700 jobs.

Man kills self
in cathedral

GARDEN GROVE,
Calif. — A man shot and
killed himself in front of a
cross inside televangelist
Robert H. Schuller’s Crystal
Cathedral on Wednesday as
a nearby volunteer told a
group of visitors about the
church’s suicide-prevention
program, police and church
officials said. The man
handed a note and his dri-
ver’s license to two ushers,
walked to the cross and then
shot himself in the head as
he appeared to be praying.
The Orange County coro-
ner’s office identified the
man as Steve Smick, 48.
Church spokesman Mike
Nason said there was no
record of Smick being a
member at the cathedral.

Obama launches
$75B for housing

MESA, Ariz. —
President Barack Obama
threw a $75 billion lifeline
to millions of Americans on
the brink of foreclosure
Wednesday, declaring an
urgent need for drastic
action — not only to save
their homes but to keep the
housing crisis “from wreak-
ing even greater havoc” on
the broader national econo-
my. The lending plan, a full
$25 billion bigger than the
administration had been sug-
gesting, aims to prevent as
many as 9 million home-
owners from being evicted
and to stabilize housing
markets that are at the center
of the ever-worsening U.S.
recession. Government sup-
port pledged to mortgage
giants Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac is being dou-
bled as well, to $400 billion.

Ape owner denies
giving Xanax

STAMFORD, Conn. —
As authorities considered
criminal charges, the woman
whose 200-pound domesti-
cated chimpanzee went
berserk and mauled a friend
backtracked Wednesday on
whether she gave the animal
the anti-anxiety drug Xanax.
Sandra Herold told The
Associated Press on
Wednesday that she never
gave the drug to her 14-
year-old chimp, Travis, who
was shot dead by Stamford
police Monday after he
grievously wounded
Herold’s friend Charla Nash.
However, Herold said in an
interview on NBC’s “Today”
show that she gave Travis
the drug in some tea less
than five minutes before he
attacked Nash — she even
showed a reporter the mug.
Police have said Herold told
them that she gave Travis
Xanax that had not been
prescribed for him earlier to
calm him because he was
agitated.

Man kills family,
then himself

BELLE VALLEY, Ohio
— A man who told a sher-
iff’s dispatcher he had
money problems strangled
his wife and 11-year-old
son, then shot and killed
himself, authorities said
Wednesday.

Theodore Bayly, 39,
called the dispatcher around
2 a.m., saying he had
already killed his family and
was going to take care of
himself, Noble County
Sheriff Landon Smith said.
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Last year, Northwest
Whitfield High School began
offering a new course that pro-
vides students with an intro-
duction to the principles of
computer science. Called
“Computing in the Modern
World,” this class also shows
how computer science relates
to the present-day hustle and
bustle.

The course presents stu-
dents the skills necessary to use
computers effectively in their
everyday lives and allows them
to acquire a fundamental
understanding of the operation
of computers.

Students dissect a computer
and identify the main process-

ing units. Although the class is
predominately male, female
interest in the class has been
growing.

“It is exciting and unusual
to see female students taking
an interest in a nontraditional
high school course,” says Shara
Cook, the teacher of the course.
She says she hopes her students
will leave the class with a bet-
ter understanding of how to
purchase various technology
items by knowing how exactly
they work. She also hopes that
girls will stay interested in the
class because it could open
more possibilities in an array of
careers that have been, for the
most part, dominated by men.

NorthwestConnection
A publication of Northwest Whitfield students Volume 7 Issue 5

The Family Career
Community Leaders of
America at Northwest
Whitfield High School cele-
brated National FCCLA
week from Feb. 8-14, but it
didn’t stop these active stu-
dents from using the entire
month to work on communi-
ty service projects.

The club started in
February by sponsoring
Boxes of Love in which the
club asked each first block
class to put together a food
box for needy Bruin families.

February was also the
kick-off month for FCCLA’s
Student Body Project titled,
“Livin’ the Bruin Lifestyle.”
This project promoted health,
wellness, and good nutrition
and will continue until the
end of the school year. To
support this concept, club
members created a video to
share with the entire school
that gave tips on how to be
healthy, and Bruins were
invited to try healthy snacks
after the presentation.

Throughout the National
FCCLA week, students had
the opportunity to engage in
a variety of activities.
Sunday was Church Day, and
members were asked to

attend a place of worship and
bring in the bulletin.

Monday was Day at the
Capitol, and 11 of the NWHS

students joined over 1,500
FCCLA members from all
over the state on this day.
This activity offered students

an opportunity to view first-
hand the state government in
action and to learn about the
judicial and law making
processes. Members also
had the chance to meet with
their local legislators and
ended the day with a tour of
the state exhibits inside the
capitol building.

Tuesday was Career
Awareness Day in which
FCCLA members investigat-
ed a potential future career.

Wednesday’s focus was
on National Programs Day,
and the club highlighted its
student body program on this
day.

Thursday was Member
Recognition Day, and stu-
dents wore their FCCLA T-
shirts and attended Muffins
for Members.

School Spirit Day was
scheduled for Friday, and
individuals were encouraged
to show their Bruin pride.

The week ended with
Family Fun Day on Saturday,
and students took some time
to complete an activity with
their loved ones.

Northwest’s FCCLA has
been busy, but it has been a
great time of learning for the
club.

FCCLA in action
Students celebrate National FCCLA week Feb. 8-14
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Eleven FCCLA students from NorthwestWhitfield High
School participated in Day at the Capitol on Feb. 9.

BY CAITLIN FREEMAN

Music blaring. Eyes off
the road looking through the
music on an iPod. Bass
pounding so loudly the mir-
rors are shaking. Dancing,
yelling, waving at guys in the
next car, and being flat out
rude. That is what it is like to
ride with one of my friends.
Honestly, it is terrifying.

Although teens are only
14 percent of America’s pop-
ulation, young people
between the ages of 15-24 are
responsible for 30 percent of
the total costs of vehicular
injuries of males and 28 per-
cent of those for females.
Sadly, even though Health
classes and Driver’s Ed pump
our students full of videos,
most teenagers do not realize
the dangers that come with
driving.

In normal conversations in
my classes within a week I
have heard of four different
accounts of teen drivers going
anywhere from 20-30 miles
over the speed limit and keep-
ing their licenses. According
to Georgia law, anyone going
over 24 miles over the speed
limit may have his or her
license suspended. For teen
drivers under the age of 18,
the points system declares
that licenses will be suspend-
ed if four points are accumu-
lated in a 12-month period.
Driving 24-33 miles over the
speed limit is a four-point
offense.

Under OCGA 40-6-1, the
fines for driving 19-23 miles
over the speed limit cannot
exceed $150, and the fines for
24-34 miles over the speed
limit cannot exceed $500.

One girl shared that she
was caught going 30 over and
got off with no more than the
officer speaking to her par-
ents. The actual offenses are
not as surprising as the atti-
tudes. Openly blunt and unaf-
fected, the teens apparently
were not shaken by the
encounters or how much
other drivers were endan-
gered by the choices they

made to speed.
It is an unwritten rule for

all teenagers, understood sub-
consciously, to always believe
one to be invincible. Nothing
can touch the individual per-
sonally, and nothing ever will.
That may be in general, but it
is the truth. Teens do not feel
they are doing anything
wrong by driving recklessly
because nothing will happen.
That is a widely known fact.
Unfortunately, they are often
proven wrong.

In the summer before last,
my cousins’ high school lost
close to 10 lives in car acci-
dents. No teen gets up in the
morning thinking that that
day would be the day he/she
drives a little over the speed
limit and ends up on the side
of the road. Even tragedies
are brushed off, for the chil-
dren (that is honestly what we
are, as much as we, including
myself, will deny it) who died
were obviously bad drivers.
The videos and horror stories
we are exposed to still cannot
break through our invincibili-
ty.

Erie Insurance Company
released a survey in April
2008, which revealed that 91
percent of teens think they are
safe drivers, but only 34 per-
cent think their friends drive
well. However, 97 percent
have seen other teens per-
forming risky behaviors
while driving. Seventy-six
percent of teens talk on the
cell phone, 57 percent text, 93
percent play loud music, and
48 percent are easily distract-
ed when they have friends as
passengers.

So maybe it is hopeless for
teens. Maybe there is some
speed hormone we all have.
Adults do everything they can
to help us, but the appeal of
the open road and driving too
fast call to us no matter what.
I am no exception either. I
find myself tempted to just
go. I fight that urge, though,
for I think of all the other
drivers on the road. I realize
that going just a couple miles
faster could end in disaster.

A teen’s take
on teen driving

Northwest Whitfield High
School’s service learning
class and the school’s chap-
ter of Family Career
Community Leaders of
America currently partici-
pate in the Georgia Reads
More program by assisting
young readers at Pleasant
Grove Elementary School.

As part of a service learn-
ing activity, Northwest stu-
dents have paired with every
teacher at Pleasant Grove to
serve as a “reading buddy”
for the semester. Students
visit the classroom for one
hour each week to either
read to the class or assist

young readers with their
book assignments, and both
groups benefit from the proj-
ect.

The children eagerly read
with the “high school kids”
as they are referred to, and
the NWHS students are
rewarded with the knowl-
edge that they have helped
younger students to achieve
in school.

The project also serves as
job shadowing experience
for the FCCLA members.

This program has been
very successful, and there
are plans to create a similar
project in math.

This past winter was a
busy season for Northwest
Whitfield High School’s
chapter of Future Business
Leaders of America.

The students competed in
the regional competition
through online testing in
December and in front of a
panel of judges at Armuchee
High School in January.

Nine students placed in
the top five in the region, and
six of these will advance to
the state competition.

Northwest has proven to
be a solid competitor in the
business competitions of
FBLA in the past, and this
year is no exception.

FBLA members who
placed from NWHS are: Kate
Hoyt, Business Calculations,
first place, advancing to
state; Keri Morton, Business

Calculations, fifth place,
advancing to state; Jorden
Wade, Business Ethics, sec-
ond place; Mary Beth
Salguero, Business Ethics,
second place; Josh Cavendar,

Business Math, fifth place,
advancing to state; Karina
Garcia, Personal Finance,
third place, advancing to
state; Koty Swanson,
Personal Finance, fifth place,

advancing to state; Jeremiah
Stevens, Impromptu
Speaking, second place,
advancing to state; Kaila
White, Public Speaking 1,
fifth place.

Future Business Leaders compete
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In the front, from left, are Keri Morton, Karina Garcia, Kaila White, Mary Beth
Salguero and Kate Hoyt. In the back are Josh Cavender, Jeremiah Stevens,
Jorden Wade and Koty Swanson.

Students help students with reading
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Cheto Chibuye is pictured participating in the
Georgia Reads More program.

Students introduced to computer science
CONTRIBUTED
PHOTO

Students
dissect a
computer
in the
Computing
in the
Modern
World
class.

Sixteen students from
Northwest Whitfield High
School competed in the
National Shakespeare
Contest sponsored by the
English Speaking Union on
Jan. 23. Tayler Hayes won
the competition.

Contestants memorized a
Shakespearean speech of
approximately 20 lines and
performed in front of a live
audience.

Judges for the contest
were teachers from the
English Department.
Contestants were judged on
voice, diction, interpretation
of the Shakespearean lan-
guage, and development of
character. The top students
did such a remarkable job
with their presentations, that
less than 1 percentage point
separated them in the final
tally. The top three winners
each received gift cards to
local bookstores.

The next round in the
contest will be the regional
competition on Feb. 21, at
the Chattanooga Theatre
Center. Tayler will repre-
sent NWHS at this competi-

tion which starts at 10 a.m.
and is open to the public.

The winner of the region
contest earns a weekend in
New York City to compete
in the national champi-
onships against students
from all over the United
States. The national winner
of the contest wins the grand
prize of a summer at Oxford
University in England to
study Shakespeare and
drama with some of the
finest teachers in the world.

The school congratulates
all the NWHS winners and
wishes Tayler luck in the
regional contest.

Talking Shakespeare

Tayler Hayes

The halls of Northwest
Whitfield High School
were filled with Valentine
cards and small bags of
candy Feb. 13, thanks to the
Bruin Girls’ Service Club.

The ladies worked hard
to make this year’s sale a
success, and the money
raised from this project will
be used to complete several
community outreach proj-
ects. The ladies aid in
“Wheels with Wings,” a
bingo night and dinner for

the elderly as well as a
Teacher Appreciation
Breakfast for NWHS edu-
cators, sponsorship of
underprivileged children at
Christmas, organization of
the annual blood drive, and
participation in March of
Dimes activities.

Because the Valentine
sale was a huge success, the
Bruin Girls’ Service Club
will be able to continue its
commitment of giving back
to the community.

Valentine sale success
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There are many
hands where, at the
outset, the contract
seems very easy to
make. But one of the
marks of a top-notch
declarer is that he
asks himself, even in
apparently “cut-and-
dried” cases,
whether anything
can possibly go
wrong.

Consider this
deal where declarer
won the opening
heart lead with the
ace, discarding a
club. He then cashed
the king of spades,
discovering that he
had to lose a trump
trick.

South still had a
chance to avoid a
diamond loser if the
opposing clubs were divided 3-3, in which case he could
eventually discard a diamond on dummy’s fourth club. So
after drawing two more rounds of trumps, he cashed the A-
K of clubs and ruffed a club. But when the suit failed to
divide evenly, he could not avoid losing a diamond and a
spade for down one.

However, declarer should have made the slam. The fault
lay in his play to the very first trick, when he failed to
make provision for a 4-0 trump split.

As a safety measure, he should have ruffed the opening
heart lead in his hand, since there was no need to take the
ace before testing the trump situation. When a spade to the
king then reveals the bad trump break, South can embark
on a plan to try to score all of the trumps in his hand.

He begins by cashing the ace of hearts, discarding a
club, then ruffs a heart. Next the A-K of clubs are taken
and dummy’s last heart is ruffed. Finally, the A-K of dia-
monds are played and a club is led from dummy.

At this point, East has the J-10-9 of trumps and queen
of diamonds, while South has the A-Q-8 of spades and
seven of diamonds. If East discards his diamond, South
ruffs low and loses only a diamond. If East trumps the club
instead, declarer sheds his losing diamond. Either way, the
slam is made as one of East’s two “sure” tricks simply van-
ishes.

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.

Happy Birthday: You
have unusual ideas that will
help you shoot far beyond
anyone’s expectations. Use
your gifts of compassion and
caring to help others find solu-
tions to problems this year.
Your strong will power and
ability to lead others will help
you reach your goals. Your
numbers are 5, 11,
18, 23, 31, 43, 47

ARIES (March
21-April 19):
Leave your feelings
out of any decision
you have to make,
especially if it con-
cerns people you’ve
known a long time.
Don’t bend when it
comes to your code
of ethics or stan-
dards. Be brave. 2
stars

TAURUS (April
20-May 20):You’ll be torn in
different directions. Listen to
reason and avoid big talkers
who are looking out for their
interests, not yours. A love
affair will not turn out as
planned. 5 stars

GEMINI (May 21-June
20): You can come out on top
if you do your homework
and question someone who is
pushy or giving you ultima-
tums. Take control by using
your Gemini finesse and
knowledge. 3 stars

CANCER (June 21-July
22): Take better care of your
assets, your future and your
health. Say no if someone
tries to put demands on you.
An older, experienced indi-
vidual will be your guiding
light. Listen to the advice
being given and you will see
your way to victory. 3 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
You’ll have to weed through
the conversations, promises
and intentions that everyone
around you has before you
can consider what action to
take. Not everyone will be
upfront and honest. If some-
thing sounds too good to be
true, it probably is. 3 stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22): You can build a strong
home base and network sys-
tem if you are consistent in
the way you do things.
Someone may use emotional
blackmail. Discipline will
bring you success and
patience will help you stay
on top. 5 stars

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22): You won’t want to lis-
ten to reason. With everyone
looking up to you and so
many opportunities to
choose from, you aren’t
likely to consider what
someone who has always
been there for you has to
contribute. Analyze your

motives. 2 stars
S C O R P I O

(Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Be careful of any-
one who is trying to
meddle in your
affairs. Do not give
out information
you don’t want
spread around. You
have to be leery of
someone you have
dealt with in the
past who wants to
partner up with you
now. Don’t be

afraid to be pushy. 4 stars
SAGITTARIUS (Nov.

22-Dec. 21): Mix business
with pleasure and you’ll not
only get ahead, you will
develop an interest in some-
one who can complement
your every move. Use your
ingenuity to come up with
unique ideas. A service that
lessens the workload, adds
comfort or eases stress will
be a winner. 3 stars

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19): Money will
change hands and deals will
close if you are willing to
compromise. A last-minute
change of plans may sur-
prise you but it will be to
your advantage. Rethink any
relationship that tends to be
negative or holds you back.
3 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18): Get involved in
projects that interest you
and you will meet someone
special. The more you inter-
act with others, the better
your chance of finding a
pastime or job that will lead
to a brighter future. Help is
but a heartbeat away if you
ask. 4 stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20): Someone may make
last minute changes that you
aren’t aware of. Before sign-
ing or promising anything to
anyone, check the fine print.
Emotional deception is
apparent not only from oth-
ers, but also within yourself.
2 stars

CRYPTOQUIP

BRIDGE HOROSCOPE
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Spring Place Elementary students Jennifer Ruiz, a
first-grader in Betsy Arrowood’s homeroom, and
Trenton Clark, a fourth-grader in Christy Kelly’s
homeroom, received $25 prizes in the perfect atten-
dance drawing held recently. Students must have
perfect attendance for nine weeks to be entered into
the drawing. The prize money is generously donat-
ed by an individual who wishes to remain anony-
mous. Behind the students is assistant principal
Kathy Moore.

Prize-Winners

Tim Couch, right, service cen-
ter director at Averitt Express’
Chattanooga facility, recently
presented Robert Bates of
Dalton with an “Over 20
Team” award. Bates is now
among more than 450 Averitt
associates who are members
of the company’s “Over 20
Team,” a group of associates
who have served 20 or more
years with Averitt.

BY GREG BLUESTEIN
Associated Press Writer

ATLANTA — Few pro-
posals this legislative session
have sparked as much acri-
mony as a Senate measure
that paves the way for
Georgia Power to begin
charging ratepayers early for
a $14 billion nuclear expan-
sion.

The plan, which would
effectively increase an aver-
age Georgia Power cus-
tomer’s monthly electric bill
by about $1.30 starting in
2011, passed the Senate last
week. But critics hope they
can cripple — or at least
delay — the measure as it
works its way through the
House.

It faced its first test in that
chamber Wednesday, as a
subcommittee of the House
Energy and Utilities
Committee heard from a
litany of speakers.

Supporters of the bill

have depicted it as a crucial
job-saving measure that
would help keep factories
humming throughout the
state. The company says it
could shave about $300 mil-
lion from the total cost of the
plant.

“If we decide not to pass
this bill, we’re giving jobs to
North Carolina, South
Carolina, Tennessee and
places with lower rates,” said
state Sen. Don Balfour, the
measure’s sponsor.

But critics say the meas-
ure is a raw deal for con-
sumers, and that the decision
belongs in the hands of the
Public Service Commission,
which regulates the industry.

Allison Wall of Georgia
Watch said the talk about
jobs was a “red herring” and
that Georgia Power has sig-
naled that it would build the
plant regardless. She urged
the committee to resist polit-
ical pressure and sit on the
bill until the commission can

debate it.
“Any day now the PSC is

going to act,” she told the
subcommittee. “Why? Why
are we here in a venue —
with all due respect — with
non-experts on the matter?”

Indeed, some members
seemed unfamiliar with the
proposal. One lawmaker, for
example, asked where the
nuclear power plant is locat-
ed. It’s clear, though, that
they haven’t heard the last of
the bill.

Republican State Rep.
Bob Smith, the subcommit-
tee’s chair, said the panel
could consider the measure
Friday. If it’s adopted, it
could reach a vote in the full
House later this month or
early March.

The measure would allow
Georgia Power to start col-
lecting the fees six years
before construction of two
nuclear reactors near
Augusta are scheduled to be
completed.

The utility giant estimates
that customers would see
their bill gradually rise from
an additional $1.30 a month
in 2011 to $9.10 per month
by 2017. That is when the
company’s two nuclear reac-
tors are scheduled to come
online.

Balfour, a Snellville
Republican, spent half an
hour pumping the bill as
everything from a “pro-
American” proposal to help
wean the nation from its
reliance on foreign oil to a
fiscal imperative for a utility
giant seeking some consis-
tency.

But he tried to stress that
residents will likely wind up
forking over the costs
regardless. If the Legislature
doesn’t act, he said ratepay-
ers wouldn’t have to start
paying higher rates until the
plant is completed.

“And then,” he said,
“rates will jump 12 percent
in the first two years.”

Panel considers Ga. Power bill

ATLANTA (AP) — Atlanta television
personality Clark Howard has revealed
that he has been diagnosed with prostate
cancer.

Howard is a consumer adviser for
WSB-TV Channel 2. The station on
Wednesday said doctors first noticed that
there might be a problem after a blood
test during a routine exam two years ago.

Since then, Howard’s doctors have kept
an eye on it.

Howard was diagnosed earlier this
month. He said it is in its early stages and
is treatable.

He said he’s telling the public about
his cancer because he wants to remind
people, especially men, about the impor-
tance of paying attention to their health.

TV personaliy Howard battles cancer

ATLANTA (AP) — People taking
warfarin, a leading blood thinner to pre-
vent clots that cause heart attacks and
strokes, soon may have a better way to get
the tricky dose right.

A new formula that includes gene test-
ing proved much better at setting the ideal
dose than what doctors do now: Give a
standard amount and adjust it by trial and
error. The formula was tested in a large
international study, which found the usual
approach gets it wrong about half the time.

About 4 million Americans take war-
farin, also known as Coumadin, the top-
used blood thinner worldwide. It could be

used even more, but doctors have worried
about the all-too-common risks to patients
if they get the dose wrong. Too little
means a risk of stroke and too much can
mean fatal bleeding.

The new study is one of the first to
show genetic testing can be used to pre-
vent dosing problems, experts said.

A new experiment will soon test the
gene study’s results in a more rigorous
way. Most patients will likely have to wait
at least a few years before genetic testing
becomes a common factor in warfarin
dosing, some experts said.

Patients are generally started on 5 mil-

ligrams a day, but that’s just a starting
guess. The proper amount for one patient
may be 10 times as much as what’s best
for another. Improper dosing leads to
problems for thousands of patients each
year and can even result in death, accord-
ing to some estimates.

“You need to be just right,” said Donna
Arnett, a researcher of genetic testing and
cardiovascular health at the University of
Alabama at Birmingham, who wasn’t
involved in the study.

Variations in two genes can indicate
how effective the drug will be, but such a
test is not yet widely used.

Gene test helps set accurate blood thinner dose
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DEAR ABBY: I must respond to the letter
from “Deceived inArizona” (Nov. 30).
I agree the couple shouldn’t have mis-
led their guests and should have let
them know it wouldn’t be a state-sanc-
tioned wedding. But these days, many
couples choose not to legally wed, and
for others it is not a choice.

Most gay and lesbian people do not
have the opportunity to have a state-
sanctioned marriage, and many pro-
gressive couples choose not to legally
wed because of unequal marriage
laws. Other couples view marriage as
oppressive and prefer not to invite the
state into their relationship.

Also, some churches will no longer
perform state-sanctioned marriages until mar-
riage is available to all couples. If members of
those churches decide to be legally married,
they must go to the courthouse.

My advice to that stepmother: Get over it!
Celebrate the fact that your stepdaughter found
her lifelong companion and is happy. And be
thankful your new grandchild will have loving
parents. — BETHANY IN MINNEAPOLIS

DEAR BETHANY: Thank you for writing.
When I printed “Deceived’s” letter I had no idea
I was catching a hot potato. The mail from read-
ers about this has been most interesting and
enlightening. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: Oh, boy, did you open a can
of worms with that one! Don’t you
know that many gay people are frus-
trated with the government’s refusal to
grant them a legal marriage? And
many couples today no longer have
any desire to “register” their union
with the government, and have decid-
ed to forgo the legal benefits associat-
ed with it. A “government-approved”
marriage means far less to them than
one affirmed by God, family and com-
munity. — ALEXANDRA IN OAK-
LAND

DEAR ABBY: “Deceived,” who
complained about the marriage cere-

mony that was “not legal,” pointed out the diffi-
culty we have here in the U.S. where marriage
is the only sacrament that is completely
entwined with civil law. We need separation of
church and state.

Governments should allow the CIVIL mar-
riage of any two individuals who want to take
on the rights and responsibilities of marriage.
Churches should provide a RELIGIOUS mar-
riage to those couples who satisfy their require-
ments for a religious marriage. Then the gov-
ernment would be only in the business of con-
ferring legal rights and responsibilities upon
committed couples. — BECKLEY, W.VA.,
LAWYER

■ PEANUTS

■ ROSE IS ROSE

■ CATHY

■ GARFIELD

■ SNUFFY SMITH

■ HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

■ FOR BETTER OR WORSE

■ BLONDIE

■ BEETLE BAILEY

■ TUNDRA

■ MUTTS

■ WIZARD OF ID

Couples choose to separate
church and state in marriage

DEAR ABBY

■ FAMILY CIRCUS ■ CLOSE TO HOME

■ ZITS

■ BABY BLUES

■ HOCUS FOCUS

Jeanne
Phillips
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Geneva Dill
Mrs. Geneva “Nadine”

Parrish Dill, 72, of Dalton,
passed away Monday, Feb.
16, 2009, at Hamilton
Medical Center.

Nadine had been a mem-
ber of Mount Carmel Baptist
Church in Murray County
for 36 years.

S h e
was pre-
ceded in
death by
her hus-
b a n d ,
John H.
Dill, and
her par-
e n t s ,
E d w a r d
and Inez
Parrish.

Survivors include her
sons and daughters-in-law,
Ricky and Brenda Dill, and
Mickey Dill, all of Dalton,
Junior and Deb Dill of
Chatsworth; daughter and
son-in-law, Pam and David
Smith of Dalton; 15 grand-
children; 15 great-grandchil-
dren; sisters and brother-in-
law, Virginia and Herbert
Samples of Dalton, and Joan
Parrish of Chatsworth;
brothers and sisters-in-law,
Eugene and Betty Parrish of
Dawnville, Charles and
Mary Helen Parrish of
Dalton; a number of aunts
uncles, nieces and nephew.

Services will be Friday at
2 p.m. at Mount Carmel
Baptist Church with the Rev.
Brian Clayton, the Rev. Matt
Harris and the Rev. Marvin
Brock officiating.

Burial will be in the
church cemetery.

The family will receive
friends at the funeral home
today after 11 a.m. until the
funeral hour on Friday.

Peeples Funeral Home of
Chatsworth is in charge of
the funeral arrangements.

www.legacy.com

Laura Lovenia
Green

Laura Lovenia Green, 86,
of Chatsworth, passed away
on Wednesday, Feb. 18,
2009, at her residence.

She was a member of
Blue Ridge Primitive Baptist
Church and retired from

Crown Craft Chenille of
Chatsworth in 1985.

Laura was preceded in
death by her father, Arnold
Green; mother, Mattie
Green; sisters, Oma Phillips,
Chassie Payne, and Edith
Jones; a niece, Katerine
Reynolds.

She is survived by broth-
ers and sisters-in-law,
Howard and Viola Green of
Chatsworth, Talmadge and
Anna Lee Green of
Chatsworth; sister and broth-
er-in-law, Rebecca and T.J.
Brackett of Old Fort, Tenn.;
a number of nieces,
nephews, great-nieces, great-
nephews, great-great-nieces,
and great-great-nephews.

Services will be at Blue
Ridge Primitive Baptist
Church on Saturday at 2 p.m.
with Elder Lawrence
Mooney, Elder Paul Mooney,
Elder Ed Smith, and Elder
Virgil Herrin officiating.

Burial will be in Harrison
Cemetery, where she will be
laid to rest beside her father
and mother.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that dona-
tions be made to Blue Ridge
Primitive Baptist Church.

The family will receive
friends on Friday at the
funeral home from 3:30-9
p.m.

Peeples Funeral Home of
Chatsworth will be in charge
of the funeral arrangements.

www.legacy.com

Cecil Hayes Sr.
Mr. Cecil Hayes Sr., 68,

of Dalton, passed away
Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2009, at
his residence.

He was the son of the late
Robert and Annie Mae Hall
Hayes and was preceded in
death by his sisters, Edna
Brock, Dee Hailey, Ruby
Rogers, Dimple Hayes, Cora
Hayes and Lucille Morrison;
brothers, Larry Hayes and
James Hayes.

As owner and operator of
Dalton Wrecker for the past
37 years, Cecil was a good
man to work for, as he would
treat his employees like sons
and family. His caring and
compassion was with him at
all times, with employees,
business and family. He
loved to collect Hot Wheels
and spending time with his
grandchildren. He will be
dearly missed.

Cecil is survived by his
wife of 48 years, Ruby
Payne Hayes of Dalton; sons
and daughters-in-law, Cecil
Hayes Jr. and Lesa Hayes,
Jim and Anne Hayes, all of
Dalton; sisters, Faye
Anderson of Dalton and
Frances Stafford of
Chatsworth; brothers; Robert
Hayes and Broadrick Hayes,
both of Dalton; grandchil-
dren, Robyn Hayes, Ashley
Hayes and Haley Hayes;
longtime friends and
employees.

Services will be 2 p.m.
Friday in the chapel of Love
Funeral Home with the Rev.

Chuck Harris and Doug
Jensen officiating.

Burial will be in West Hill
Cemetery.

The family will receive
friends at Love Funeral
Home today from 5 to 9 p.m.

Words of comfort may be
sent to the family at
www.lovefuneralhomega.co
m.

Love Funeral Home 1402
N. Thornton Ave., Dalton
(across from Hamilton
Medical Center), is in charge
of arrangements.

www.legacy.com

Helen Mary (Young)
Hicks

Mrs. Helen Mary (Young)
Hicks, 81, of Chatsworth,
passed away Tuesday, Feb.
17, 2009, in the Chatsworth
Health Care Center.

Helen was preceded in
death by her parents,
Raymond
C h a r l e s
Y o u n g
and Ollie
M a e
M a r s h
Young; a
b r o the r ,
C h a r l e s
Yo u n g ;
s i s t e r s ,
Christine
Humble and June White.

Survivors include her son
and daughter-in-law, Dannie
and Marla Bell of
Chatsworth; daughter and
son-in-law, Cindy and Mike
Sitton of Chatsworth; grand-
children, Daryl Bell, Derek
Bell, Michael Bell, Shelly
Bell, Cody Sitton, and Sally
Bell; great-grandchildren,
Daryl S. Bell, Kaitlyn
Broadaway, Logan
Broadaway, and Nicole Bell;
brothers, Billy Young of
Muncie, Indiana and
Kenneth Young of
Frostproof, Florida; a num-
ber of nieces and nephews.

Services will be Friday at
noon in the chapel of Peeples
Funeral Home with the Rev.
Danny Cochran and the Rev.
Shane Williams officiating.

Burial will be in Holly
Creek Cemetery.

The family will receive
friends at the funeral home
today from 5–9 p.m.

Peeples Funeral Home of
Chatsworth is in charge of
the funeral arrangements.

www.legacy.com

Margaret Ann Ellis
Johnson

Ms. Margaret Ann Ellis
Johnson, 37, of O’Fallon,
Mo., and formerly of
Chatsworth, died Monday,
Feb. 16, 2009, at her resi-
dence.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, Fred
and Shelby Ellis, and a
brother, Michael
Willoughby.

Survivors include Britnie
Sasha Alaine King, Joshua
David Lee Caldwell and
Caleb Joseph Andrew
Caldwell; grandchildren, Ty
Ronnie Joe Rodrick-Sells
and Elizabeth LaSasha
Dawn Windom, all of
Dalton; two sisters, Marsha
Sims of O’Fallon and Tera
Bridges of St. Augustine,
Fla.; brothers and sister-in-
law, Dennis Hunt, Keiff and
Tammie Ellis and Gary Ellis,
all of Chatsworth; several
nieces and nephews also sur-
vive.

Services are Friday at 11
a.m. in the chapel of Shawn
Chapman Funeral Home.

Burial will be in the
Chatsworth Heights
Cemetery.

The family will receive
friends at the funeral home
today after 6 p.m.

Arrangements made with
integrity by Shawn Chapman
Funeral Home and
Crematory of Chatsworth.

www.legacy.com

Vera Price
Vera Inthel Grammar

DeFlippo Elders Price and a
member of the Johnson fam-
ily, 87, of Rossville, died
Sunday, Feb. 15, 2009, at her
residence.

The daughter of the late
Tony and Nellie DeFlippo,
she was a member of
Shepherd’s Chapel Church.
She was preceded in death
by her husband, Wiley Price;
son, Carl Price; and daugh-
ter, Eve Elders.

Survivors include her
children, Charlie Price,
Phillip Price, Johnny Price,
Terry Price, Jimmy Elders,
Jerry Elders, Ann Decker
Scoggins, Viola Wylene
Price; grandchildren, Rocky
Price, Adam Creek, Summer
Downs, Jennifer Kirby,
Michelle Price, Teresa Price,
Awanda Price, Melissa Price,
Misty Price, Angel Severa
Letson, Tamitha Letson and
Billy Ray Wilson II; several
great- and great-great-grand-
children, nieces and
nephews.

Services will be at 2 p.m.
Friday in the chapel.

Burial will be in
T e n n e s s e e - G e o r g i a
Memorial Park.

V i s i t
www.heritagefh.com to view
memorial tribute and share
condolences.

The family will receive
friends from 3 to 8 p.m.
today at Heritage Funeral
Home and Crematory,
Battlefield Parkway.

www.legacy.com

Fred Thomas
Raines

Fred Thomas Raines, 68,
of Ringgold, went home to
be with his Lord and Savior

on Wednesday, Feb. 18,
2009.

He was born Feb. 21,
1940, in Dalton to the late
Lee Roy Raines and Edith
Ruth Johnston, but has lived
in the Ringgold area for the
last 43 years. He was a mem-
ber of the Duncan Park
Baptist Church and was pre-
viously employed with
Mohawk
Industries
for more
than 23
years.

He
en j oy ed
hunting,
f i s h i n g
and was a
h u g e
Geo rg ia
Bulldog fan, but his priority
in life was caring for and
a d o r i n g
his fami-
ly. He
was a
d evo t e d
husband,
f a t h e r
a n d
grandfa-
ther who
will be
m i s s e d
by all who knew him.

Survivors include his lov-
ing wife of more than 48
years, Joyce Oden Raines of
Ringgold; two sons and
daughter-in-law, Gregory
Raines of Dalton and Donald
and (Angel) Raines of
Rossville; daughter and son-
in-law, Regina and (Richard)
Steinwinter of
Chickamauga; brother, Bill
Raines of Dalton; stepbroth-
er, Terry Johnston, and step-
sister, Carol Oliver, both of
Dalton; six grandchildren,
Heather and Anthony
Raines, Chris and Scott
Brown, and Aubrie and
Donovan Raines; great-
granddaughter, LaRaina
Brown; and several nieces,
nephews and many friends.

Services are at 11 a.m.
Friday in the Fort
Oglethorpe Chapel with the
Rev. Matt Hall officiating.
Burial will be in Grove Level
Cemetery in Dalton. The
family will begin receiving
friends after 4 p.m. today
and prior to the service on
Friday at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions may be made to
Hospice of Chattanooga,
4411 Oakwood Drive,
Chattanooga, TN 37416;
(423) 892-4289.

Arrangements are by
W.L. Wilson and Sons
Funeral Home, Fort
Oglethorpe. Online guest
book at www.wilsonfuneral-
home.com.

www.legacy.com

Troy William
Strickland

Mr. Troy William
Strickland, 72, of Dalton,
passed away Sunday, Feb.

15, 2009, at Memorial
Hospital in Chattanooga.

He was the son of the late
Grady and Maud Smith
Strickland and was preceded
in death by his stepmother,
Ida Strickland, and stepsis-
ter, Martha Bryant.

Troy was a member of
Trinity United Methodist
Church. He served in the
Georgia National Guard for
many years and retired from
Liberty National Life
Insurance Co. in March
2002. During his more than
40 years of service in sales,
he served as an agent and as
sales manager. He received
many awards from the com-
pany and the association of
Life Underwriters.

Troy is survived by his
loving wife of 50 years,
Joyce Bailey Strickland of
Dalton; son, Greg Strickland
of Dalton; daughter and son-
in-law, Holly and Doug
Staples of Front Royal, Va.;
grandchildren, Noah
Strickland of Dalton, Sydney
and Oakley Staples of Front
Royal, Va.; stepsister and
husband, Mary Jo and Bob
Braddock of Winter Haven,
Fla.; sisters-in-law, Peggy
Bailey of Chatsworth and
Margie Bailey of Beech
Mountain, N.C.; nieces and
nephews.

Services are today at 1
p.m. from Trinity United
Methodist Church with the
Rev. Rhoda Howell and
Pastor Johnny Taylor offici-
ating.

Burial will be in West Hill
Cemetery.

The family received
friends at Love Funeral
Home Wednesday.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be sent to the
Trinity United Methodist
Church, 901 Veterans Drive,
Dalton, GA 30721.

Words of comfort may be
sent to the family at
www.lovefuneralhomega.co
m.

Love Funeral Home,
1402 N. Thornton Ave.,
Dalton (across from
Hamilton Medical Center),
is in charge of arrangements.

www.legacy.com

Hoyt L. Wilson
Mr. Hoyt L. Wilson, 57,

of Dalton, departed this life
Wednesday morning, Feb.
18, 2009, at his home.

Arrangements will be
announced by family owned
and operated Ponders
Funeral Home, 138 Melrose
Drive, Dalton; (706) 226-
4002. Your selected inde-
pendent funeral home.

www.legacy.com
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OBITUARIES

• Geneva “Nadine” Dill,
Dalton
• Laura Lovenia Green,
Chatsworth
• Cecil Hayes Sr., Dalton
• Helen Mary (Young)
Hicks, Chatsworth
• Margaret Ann Ellis
Johnson, O’Fallon, Mo.
• Vera Price, Rossville
• Fred Thomas Raines,
Ringgold
• Troy William
Strickland, Dalton
• Hoyt L. Wilson, Dalton

Obituary notices are
posted online at

www.daltondailycitizen.comLove
Funeral Home

Family Owned Since 1935
278-3313

QUALITY PRODUCE
706-673-9470

3350ChattanoogaRd.
Tunnel Hill, GA30755

Tomatoes

99¢
lb.

10-lb. Bag
Idaho Potatoes
$3.59 bag

$14.99
30 Pk.

12-Oz. Cans

Natural or
Natural Light Beer

Prices Good Feb. 15 Thru Feb. 21

Tuesday Wednesday
Gold 968 964
Silver 13.62 13.98
Acuity 25.35 24.34
AAir 4.32 4.12
Apple 94.53 94.37
AT&T 23.22 22.96
BAC 4.90 4.57
BB&T 14.26 14.61
BP 42.02 40.72
BristolMyers 21.25 20.92
HP-Compaq 34.34 34.08
Chevron 66.18 66.12
CocaCola 42.60 42.68
ConAgra 16.27 16.07
ColonialBnk .47 .48
Coke Ent. 12.85 12.46
CrackerBrl 18.19 17.93
CrwnCrafts 1.93 1.77
CSX 27.48 27.85
Dell 8.88 8.65
Delta 6.35 5.71
Dixie Group 1.04 1.06
Dow 8.62 8.60

Duke 14.11 14.41
DuPont 21.21 21.14
Earthlink 6.50 6.51
Ericsson 8.18 8.33
Exxon 71.28 71.94
Ford 1.69 1.67
FSG 4.01 3.95
GE 10.81 10.86
GM 2.18 2.06
Goodyear 6.02 6.38
HomeDepot 19.94 19.80
Intel 13.21 13.36
IBM 90.67 91.51
Interface 2.97 2.79
JCP 15.42 14.86
JNJ 55.98 55.83
Kroger 20.97 21.72
Lowes 17.07 16.89
McDonalds 55.68 56.41
Merck 28.61 28.64
Microsoft 18.09 18.12
Mohawk 32.13 30.34
Motorola 3.70 3.63
Region-Fin 3.09 2.99

Rock-Tenn. 27.62 27.88
Sara Lee 8.51 8.24
SouthernCo 30.41 30.72
Synovous 3.14 3.10
SunTrust 7.11 7.46
Torchmark 26.54 27.06
Total Sys 12.64 12.85
UPS 42.95 42.73
Vulcan 44.12 42.81
Verizon 28.26 28.07
Wal-Mart 48.24 50
Wells Fargo 13.69 13.05
Wendy’s 5.09 5.10
Yum 28.63 28.94
Xerox 6.06 5.98

Stock information as of mar-
ket closing is furnished by
Hilliard Lyons, 511 Benjamin
Way, Suite 112, Dalton, (706)
279-1810 or 800-437-6450.
Hilliard Lyons is a member of
the New York Stock
Exchange.

THE MARKET
Wednesday’s Dow Jones: 7555.60 ▲ 3
Wednesday’s NASDAQ: 1468 ▼ 2.70

Hicks

Dill

Raines

Raines

Love
Funeral Home

Family Owned Since 1935
278-3313

Love
Funeral Home

Family Owned Since 1935
278-3313

Propex Inc., a carpet
industry supplier that
once had operations in
Dalton, filed a motion
Wednesday in U.S.
Bankruptcy Court in
Chattanooga to sell assets
to an affiliate of
Minnesota-based Wayzata
Investment Partners.

The sale is expected to
be approved on or before
March 24. The court had
previously approved a $65
million loan facility with
Wayzata.

Propex seeks
to sell assets

All Pro Dad’s Day will be Saturday at 8 a.m. at the
Chick-fil-A at 1517 W. Walnut Ave. in Dalton. This
one-hour breakfast is held on the third Saturday
morning of each month. Fathers and their children
meet with other dads and kids to discuss a wide
range of family topics, spend time together and get
equipped with resources to strengthen the relation-
ships between fathers and their kids. This month’s
topic is “Spending Time with Dad.” Each breakfast
features prizes for the children.



D EBBIE
D A N IEL S
REA LT O R

(706)218-0929CEL L
(706)226-5182 O FFICE
dani@kinardrealty.com

K IN A RD REA LT Y

Life’s necessities are
water, food, shelter, and

friendship
ADOPT A FRIEND

For a pawsitive experience
in

board & bath
Contact Alpines

Boarding Facility
706-694-2311

alpinesboardapet.com

Pye Honda
2704 E. Walnut Ave.
Dalton, Ga. 30721
706-278-5141

222222 WW.. MMoorrrriiss SStt222222 WW.. MMoorrrriiss SStt222 W. Morris St
DDaallttoonn,, GGAA..DDaallttoonn,, GGAA..Dalton, GA.

770066--227755--00441144770066--227755--00441144706-275-0414

(706)217-5059
(706)517-4333
www.viewsandvalues.com

PEACH
REALTY
INC.

Velma Ray
Realtor, Accredited Buyer

Representative

Bring in coupon to receive

20%
off

Any-One-Item
Create-Your-Own-Special

(In Kroger Shopping Center)
1349W.WalnutAve. •
706-226-PETS (7387)

Valid only on regularly-priced merchandise.
May not be combined with any other coupon
or discount. This coupon is not redeemable
for pets, kits, tanks, dog or cat food, flea & tick
products or cash. Cannot be used for gift
certificates or for previously purchased
merchandise. Limit one per customer.

*Trained Stylist*
*All-Breed Grooming*
IN-STORE -OR- AT YOUR HOME
TOP DAWG GROOMING

706-272-3294
TOP DAWG MOBILE SPA

706-313-7246

120 W. Cuyler St.
Dalton, GA 30720

THE HUMANE SOCIETY OF NORTHWEST GEORGIA, INC.

The Humane Society of Northwest Georgia, Inc. is a non-profit organization in Whitfield County. Our funds are derived from membership dues, donations, memorials, and fund raising events.
We are a network of people concerned with animal welfare and dedicated to the humane treatment of animals.

Our goal is to educate and motivate the citizens of our community to be responsible pet owners in order to reduce pet overpopulation and prevent animal neglect and cruelty. Some of our
objectives are to recruit volunteers to carry out programs , research and pursue county wide licensing of pets, implement adequate fund raising activities and a budget to maintain existing
programs along with future programs; and develop a long range plan to locate a permanent home for an adoption center and education center. Currently we are leasing property and buildings
from the Wade family located at 1703 Cleveland Highway. Our facility is known as the Dr. Charles & Evelyn Wade Adoption Center.

The Humane Society of Northwest GA. and The Daily Citizen Present:

Paws for a Cause
Saving Animals one Life at a Time

For Adoption Information Please Contact:
The Humane Society of Northwest GA.

1703 Cleveland Hwy, Dalton, GA. 706-226-5002
www.hsnwga.org

Two locations
1022 S. Hamilton

St 278-1113 &
2685 Cleveland
Hwy 281-4770.

“Adopt your new
best friend today!”

INSURED
AND

BONDED

www.grandpawsathome.com

EXCLUSIVE PET
SITTING SERVICES
FOR EXTRA

ORDINARY PETS
706-271-7618
PET FIRST AID &
CPR CLASSES

Chance “MATCHING RESUED PETS
WITH LOVING HOMES”

Four Paws Pet Resort

1737 Sane Road,
Dalton, GA

(Off Airport Rd.)
706.428.9937

www.4pawsresort.net

Managed
By

Renee Davis

• 24-hour professional on-site care
• 4’x17’ & 6’x18” indoor/outdoor runs
• Baths or grooming available
• Veterinarian on call 24/7

Cindy

2705 Airport Airport Rd
Dalton, Ga. 30114
706-278-4337

-Fast, friendly service
- Se Habla Español
- Free city-wide delivery

Sienna

Lucky

Pearle

Mac

Trotter Autumn

Tiny

MugsyCarmel

Gracie

308 S. Thorton Ave
Dalton, GA 30720
706-217-6397

(News)

DDAALLTTOONN
BBEEAACCHH CCLLUUBB

DDEELLUUXXEE
TTOOWWNNHHOOMMEE
MMuusstt SSeeee ttoo

BBeelliieevvee
11990022 BBrraaddyy DDrr..
770066--227799--11880011

Pocket

2600 Old Chattanooga Rd.
Rocky Face, GA 30720

*Delivery Available
*Experienced Pharmacists
*Billing For: Medicare, Medicaid, Tri Care and Insurance

Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 3 p.m.

(706) 259-0668Addy Tex

Chato Sissy Pierre & Purrsy

ChaCha

308 S. Thorton Ave
Dalton, GA 30720
706-217-6397

(News)

Marsha

Kendell

CA RO L YN
RO A N
REA LT O R

(706)217-8073CEL L
(706)226-5182O FFICE
croan@coldwellbanker.com

K IN A RD REA LT Y

E & L
REMODELING

• Pressure Washing
(Commercial & Residential)
• Vinyl - Gutters - Roofing
• All Types of Floor Care

• All types of Decks

INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

FREE ESTIMATES
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

706-264-9482 or 706-264-2301
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Sunrise today ....................... 7:21 a.m.
Sunset tonight ...................... 6:26 p.m.

Statistics for Chattanooga through 3 p.m. yest.

Precipitation:

Temperature:
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70°
Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42°

Almanac

Moon Phases

Sun

Real Feel Temperature®

New

Feb 24

First

Mar 4

Full

Mar 10

Last

Mar 18

9 am 10 am 11 am Noon 1 pm 2 pm 3 pm 4 pm8 am

30 32 35 37 39 38 40 38 36

The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel
Temperature is an exclusive index of effective
temperature based on eight weather factors. Shown
is the highest values of the day.

24 hrs. through 3 p.m. yest. . . . . 1.11"

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2009

W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms,r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Albany 59/29/s 58/28/s 62/33/pc
Atlanta 50/25/s 51/32/s 51/29/c
Athens 54/26/s 52/29/s 55/31/c
Augusta 58/26/s 55/22/s 61/35/pc
Brunswick 64/33/s 53/32/s 62/41/s
College Park 50/25/s 51/32/s 51/29/c
Columbus 58/29/s 57/31/s 58/35/pc
Gainesville 48/23/s 46/30/s 48/28/c

5-Day forecast for Dalton

Today

48° 24°

Windy, colder

Friday

49° 32°

Mostly sunny

Saturday

46° 29°

Cloudy

Sunday

40° 22°

Some sun

Monday

47° 27°

Partly sunny

An outbreak of more than 60 twisters
on this date in 1884 ripped through
Alabama, Georgia and South Carolina,
killing 420 people.

What type of energy increases in
February?

Solarradiation.

Weather History

Weather TriviaTM

Columbus
58/29

Albany
59/29

Cordele
59/27

Valdosta
65/30

Brunswick
64/33

Savannah
64/29

Athens
54/26

Gainesville
48/23

Augusta
58/26

Macon
56/27

Dublin
59/28

Atlanta
50/25

Georgia Weather

Shown is today’s weather.
Temperatures are today’s
highs and tonight’s lows.

The World

Dalton
48/24

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Today Fri. Sat.

La Grange 51/26/s 53/24/s 53/29/c
Macon 56/27/s 57/30/s 61/34/pc
Marietta 47/24/s 49/28/s 51/28/c
Newton 63/30/s 59/28/s 65/35/pc
Rome 47/28/pc 53/28/s 51/28/r
Savannah 64/29/s 56/27/s 63/36/s
Sparta 54/25/s 53/26/s 58/30/pc
Valdosta 65/30/s 58/24/s 64/35/s

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Today Fri. Sat.

Albany 38/23/sf 30/21/sf 35/19/c
Anchorage 33/24/sn 30/14/pc 22/8/s
Baltimore 46/22/pc 35/21/s 40/28/pc
Billings 46/24/pc 37/17/sn 47/25/s
Boise 46/27/pc 45/28/s 46/30/pc
Buffalo 30/21/sf 25/19/sf 30/18/sn
Charlotte 53/25/s 47/23/s 54/30/pc
Cheyenne 40/23/s 37/17/c 39/22/s
Chicago 20/14/c 27/20/pc 22/14/sn
Cincinnati 28/16/sf 34/22/s 35/18/sn
Cleveland 27/19/sf 25/19/sf 27/19/sn
Dallas 59/38/s 68/42/s 48/30/c
Denver 49/21/s 44/16/pc 44/23/s
Detroit 25/17/sf 26/19/sf 28/17/sn
Indianapolis 27/14/sf 34/25/s 32/16/sn
Kansas City 39/24/s 45/20/c 35/17/pc
Las Vegas 64/39/s 67/41/s 67/43/pc
Los Angeles 73/49/s 74/48/s 68/50/pc

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Today Fri. Sat.

Athens 50/40/sh 49/37/s 50/42/s
Auckland 77/74/pc 79/69/r 76/68/s
Amsterdam 43/38/sh 45/36/c 45/37/r
Baghdad 61/47/pc 73/48/pc 67/41/s
Beijing 32/18/pc 34/21/s 46/24/pc
Berlin 28/25/sn 32/21/c 36/27/c
Buenos Aires 93/75/pc 90/66/t 72/62/r
Cairo 79/57/c 68/50/pc 61/52/pc
Calgary 28/16/c 31/19/pc 32/17/s
Cape Town 68/53/r 77/56/s 74/57/s
Caracas 88/71/pc 89/73/pc 87/73/pc
Dublin 45/36/pc 46/41/pc 46/39/pc
Geneva 32/30/pc 39/30/c 38/37/c
Hong Kong 77/66/pc 75/64/c 75/70/r
Istanbul 56/45/r 46/40/c 42/34/c

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Today Fri. Sat.

Jerusalem 69/47/pc 53/44/r 50/42/r
London 48/39/pc 48/37/pc 50/39/pc
Madrid 63/34/s 59/36/s 57/34/pc
Montreal 34/21/sn 27/16/sn 25/18/sn
Moscow 25/10/pc 30/19/sf 27/14/pc
Paris 43/36/c 46/36/pc 50/37/pc
Rio 83/75/pc 85/73/pc 86/75/c
Rome 45/30/s 46/32/s 50/36/s
Seoul 37/20/sf 27/11/pc 37/29/pc
Singapore 87/77/s 88/77/sh 86/77/sh
Sydney 75/68/s 75/64/s 74/67/pc
Tel Aviv 77/57/pc 60/52/r 59/50/r
Tokyo 52/45/c 50/41/r 48/36/pc
Toronto 28/20/sf 29/18/sn 29/16/sn
Warsaw 32/23/sn 32/18/c 28/19/pc

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Today Fri. Sat.

WashingtonWashington
47/2447/24

New YorkNew York
44/2944/29

MiamiMiami
82/5682/56

AtlantaAtlanta
50/2550/25

DetroitDetroit
25/1725/17

HoustonHouston
67/4067/40

ChicagoChicago
20/1420/14

MinneapolisMinneapolis
13/1113/11

Kansas CityKansas City
39/2439/24

El PasoEl Paso
63/3463/34

DenverDenver
49/2149/21

BillingsBillings
46/2446/24

Los AngelesLos Angeles
73/4973/49

San FranciscoSan Francisco
61/4661/46

SeattleSeattle
51/3751/37

Washington
47/24

New York
44/29

Miami
82/56

Atlanta
50/25

Detroit
25/17

Houston
67/40

Chicago
20/14

Minneapolis
13/11

Kansas City
39/24

El Paso
63/34

Denver
49/21

Billings
46/24

Los Angeles
73/49

San Francisco
61/46

Seattle
51/37

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

-10s -0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110s

National Weather for February 19, 2009

Memphis 42/31/s 54/39/s 45/27/c
Miami 82/56/s 70/53/s 74/63/s
Milwaukee 21/12/c 24/16/pc 24/14/sn
Minneapolis 13/11/pc 23/10/sn 22/10/c
New Orleans 65/40/s 58/44/s 63/40/c
New York 44/29/c 33/27/pc 38/29/pc
Okla. City 57/33/s 63/27/s 48/27/s
Orlando 74/44/t 60/35/s 70/48/s
Philadelphia 46/26/c 34/23/pc 38/27/pc
Phoenix 73/47/s 75/50/s 77/52/pc
Pittsburgh 29/15/sf 26/16/sf 30/20/sn
Portland, OR 54/35/pc 55/37/pc 57/39/c
St. Louis 32/22/s 44/25/pc 31/19/c
Salt Lake City 43/23/s 43/23/pc 43/27/s
San Francisco 61/46/pc 61/46/pc 62/52/r
San Diego 68/51/s 66/51/s 63/54/pc
Seattle 51/37/pc 51/39/pc 52/39/c
Wash., DC 47/24/pc 39/27/s 44/30/pc

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
Today Fri. Sat.

Q:

A:
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Is Pleased to Welcome
Rachel T. Poe, CNM, FNP-BC

to Our Team

Associates in Obstetrics and Gynecology, PC
1105 Burleyson Road

Dalton, GA

Providing Obstetrics and
Gynecology Services

Rachel is now accepting and seeing
new patients

Call today to schedule
your appointment

(706) 278-4640



BY LARRY FLEMING
larryfleming@daltoncitizen.com

Southeast’s Raiders and Lady Raiders are
prepared for the next hurdle in their bids to earn
berths in the Class 3A state basketball tourna-
ment. Now, the only trick is to clear it.

The third-seeded Lady Raiders play second-
seeded Cartersville today at 4 p.m. in the
Region 6-3A tournament at Allatoona High
School in Acworth. Southeast is 12-12 and the
Lady Hurricanes are 12-14. The teams split two
regular-season games, the Lady Raiders win-
ning 51-44 on Dec. 12 and the Lady Hurricanes
posting a 72-56 win on Dec. 2.

Southeast’s boys (10-15), the No. 3 seed,
take on second-seeded Cedartown (17-8) at
5:30 p.m. The Raiders and Bulldogs did not
play during the season.

Victories would earn both Southeast teams
berths in the state tournament.

“Our girls are ready to go play,” Southeast
coach Jeff McDonald said Wednesday. “They
realize this is do-or-die time. We talked about it
a little at practice (Tuesday) and challenged
them to help us put a banner up on the ceiling
of the gym. Southeast’s girls haven’t been to a

state tournament since 2000 and that’s our goal
right now. Win one and go to state.”

That’s the exact scenario the Lady Raiders
face: get past Cartersville and earn a spot in the
state tournament.

“We discussed early in the season getting to
region, placing in region and going to state so
we could put a banner up in the gym,”
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Indians earn spot in state
Northwest falls at Sprayberry; CHS girls moving on

FROM STAFF REPORTS
Murray County avenged an early-season

blowout at the hands of Osborne and
knocked the Cardinals out of the postseason
Wednesday night with a 59-54 victory in the
Region 7-4A basketball tournament in
Marietta.

The fifth-seeded Indians (18-8) advanced
to the semifinals of the tournament and will
play the Rome-Hillgrove winner Friday at 6
p.m. at Woodland High School in Carters-
ville.

Second-seeded Sprayberry outscored
Northwest Whitfield 19-0 during the second

and third quarters and
then held off the Bruins’
furious rally in the final
period to post a low-scor-
ing 33-31 victory at
Sprayberry High School.

No. 4-seed Sprayberry
also earned a spot in the
semifinals on Friday at
7:30 p.m. against the
Cass-Sequoyah winner. That game was
postponed Wednesday due to bad weather in
the Marietta area and will be played tonight.

In another postseason game, the

Christian Heritage girls
won a 53-51 overtime
thriller in the Georgia
Independent School
Association state tourna-
ment at Middle Georgia
College in Cochran.

“Getting to the state
tournament is a great
feeling,” Murray County

coach Greg Linder said. “It has been a cou-
ple of years since we’ve been there, but I
felt like we had the team to get to state. I
feel great for our 10 seniors.”

The Indians’ second-quarter slump
allowed Osborne to overtake them and lead
27-20 at halftime.

Midway through the fourth quarter
Murray County grabbed the lead and man-
aged to keep it by hitting 5-of-8 free throws
in the period.

Chandler Puryear led the Indians with 14
points while Garrick Sanford added 13 and
Tanner Long 12.

Basil Jones scored a game-high 16 points

Richards Linder

➣ Please see POSTSEASON, 2B

PREP WRESTLING: STATE TRADITIONALCOMMENTARY

Wrestling buzz
is about classes
AAmong the 22 local wrestlers who

will begin competition today at the
state traditional tournaments, there

are almost certainly some talented and
tough enough to win an individual title.

On the other hand, after two consecutive
years of being personally stunned to see the
area come up short in that department —
and the drought actually extends back to
2005, when Murray County’s Jeremy
Norman (145 pounds) and Northwest
Whitfield’s Nathan Lock (125) each won
Class 4A crowns — I’ll stop short of mak-
ing any bold predictions. Let’s just say I
wouldn’t be surprised if a local wrestler did

win a state title, jumping
right back in line with an
area that has long shown
up well in the wrestling
postseason, including
producing at least one
state champ every year
from 2000-05.

But regardless of what
part of Georgia they’re
from, this year’s state
champions could be the
last to win classification-
based crowns. At least,
that seems to be a real

possibility if you believe the scuttlebutt —
and some scuttlebutt does indeed become
gospel in the long run — tossed around in
some coaching circles this season, where
talk of a “true” state champion has heated
up in recent weeks.

No one seems to have an idea of what
the concrete plan would be, but all four
local wrestling coaches acknowledged
they’ve at least heard talk from other coach-
es that the change could be on the way.

Would they be OK with that? Well, that
depends. On who you ask. And what the
prospective plan is. And whether it means a
complete overhaul of the traditional post-
season or simply an extension.

Southeast coach Neil Nichols grew up
wrestling in Tennessee and recalls the days
when that state simply had one champ at
each weight class. The Volunteer State
eventually shifted to private and public
school divisions in the mid-1990s, but
Georgia went just a few years as an open
event in the 1960s before expanding to
three divisions and, a few years after that,
four classifications. When the Georgia High
School Association expanded to five classes
in 2001, so did wrestling.

What that’s meant in Georgia has been
more chances at state titles for more
wrestlers — and, some would argue, a bet-
ter shot for athletes at smaller schools to
have a shot at winning an individual title,
too, not to mention a team crown.

“It would be interesting to see,” Nichols
said of the possible change. “But I don’t
ever want to see the little guy, the 1A
school, not have a chance.”

Murray County coach Chris Thornbury
has some of those same concerns, though
he believes leaving the state duals
untouched as the definitive event for a team
state wrestling champion — and firmly
rooted in the present classifications —
could take away some of the little guy’s
worries about being overshadowed.

On the other hand, Thornbury’s not even
entirely sure about the already-in-place
move to add state sectionals, which had a
practical purpose in cutting the state tradi-
tional field from 32 to 16 wrestlers at each
weight class but means half as many
wrestlers in Georgia can say they’ve been
to the state tourney.

“I just hope we don’t do anything that’s
going to eliminate kids from getting recogni-
tion,” he said. “Because it’s not an easy sport.”

Marty
Kirkland

➣ Please see KIRKLAND, 2B

MATT HAMILTON/The Daily Citizen
Area wrestlers like Northwest Whitfield’s Andrew Bennett and Murray County’s Zach Shoemaker, front, have worked
all season in preparation for the postseason. The Class 4A state traditional tournament starts today in Duluth.

Local teams shooting for titles
BY MARTY KIRKLAND

martykirkland@daltoncitizen.com
Some local wrestlers gained ground at

last weekend’s state sectionals.
Others lost valuable territory in seeding

and, perhaps, the confidence department.
But no matter what direction their ath-

letes headed in the round between the area
traditional and state tournaments — this is
the first year the Georgia High School
Association has staged a sectional round —
local coaches spent this week making sure
their athletes put the experience to good use,
because they were well aware the time was
short for their wrestlers to return to the com-
petitive arena.

All five classifications will converge at
Duluth’s Gwinnett Center today for the state
traditional tournaments, which will continue
through Saturday.

“It helped us with our
draws,” said Northwest
Whitfield coach Allen
Tucker, whose Bruins
took seven wrestlers to
last weekend’s Class 4A
West sectional in
Thomaston.

All but one placed
among the top eight in

their respective weight classes, the standard
for qualifying for state from the 16-man sec-
tional brackets. And some of them, like sen-
ior 140-pounder Kenny Michael — who had
already won the Area 7-4A title and was no
shocker in adding the sectional crown —
simply continued what were already highly
successful seasons.

Others, like 112-pounder Russell Royal,
who won his weight class after finishing

third at area, might have picked up the miss-
ing ingredient in pushing their seasons to
their full potential. Included in Royal’s vic-
tories were a semifinal pin of Dalton’s
Jordan White, whom Royal had never beat-
en in a string of matchups that included a
one-point loss at this year’s area semifinals.

“What it really helped us with, more than
anything, was our confidence,” Tucker said.
“Russell knows now he can wrestle with the
best in the state.”

Joining Michael and Russell at state will
be David Lewis (135), Josh Lewis (145),
Garrett Henderson (160) and Adam Wilkins
(285). After what Tucker believes was his
team’s best performance to date, the Bruins
will try to make a run at the state traditional

Tucker

Southeast eyes
rare state berth

PREP BASKETBALL: TOURNAMENTS

MATT HAMILTON/The Daily Citizen
Southeast coach Jeff McDonald will direct
the Lady Raiders against Cartersville
today in the Region 7-4A tournament at
Allatoona High School.

➣ Please see TOURNEYS, 2B

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
Associated Press Writer

KISSIMMEE, Fla. — Long
after the Braves had called it a day,
a gleaming black luxury SUV
pulled into the parking lot beyond
the right-field wall at Atlanta’s
spring training stadium.

It might be?
It could be?
No, it wasn’t Ken Griffey Jr.
The SUV came and went. There

was no sign of Junior on
Wednesday, even though everyone
seemed to think the fifth greatest
home run hitter in baseball history
would be in camp as the Braves
held their first full-squad workout
of the spring.

Griffey was apparently in seclu-
sion, trying to decide if he wanted
to play for the Braves — a longtime
dream, by all accounts — or return
to Seattle to finish his illustrious

PRO BASEBALL

Still no sign
of Griffey Jr.

➣ Please see BRAVES, 2B

➣ Please see STATE, 2B
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AP PHOTO
Ken Griffey Jr., playing golf in the Pebble Beach National Pro-Am last week, is
keeping the Atlanta Braves and Seattle Mariners waiting while he tries to make
up his mind where to play baseball in 2009.

Braves: Decision likely soon

career with the team that gave him his start.
Though a couple of media reports Tuesday
said Atlanta was his choice, he had not signed
with anyone more than 24 hours later.

His agent, Brian Goldberg, did not return
several messages sent to his cell phone
Wednesday after saying a day earlier that
Griffey had not decided where he wants to
play in 2009.

All the Braves and Mariners could do was
wait.

“It’s one of those things where he’s con-
templating his decision,” Braves general
manager Frank Wren said. “We’ll see what
he decides.”

Around the batting cage, there was all
sorts of speculation about Griffey’s motives.
Was he legitimately torn about which offer to
take? Was he trying to save face with the
Mariners because the reports he was going to
Atlanta broke before he could talk with his
former team?

Was he upset with the Braves, believing
they leaked the news?

“From every indication we have, he’ll be
making his decision pretty shortly,” Wren
said. “When he does, we’ll know.”

The Braves still seemed confident that
Griffey would be joining them in the next day
or two, especially third baseman Chipper
Jones.

The NL batting champ has made several
calls to his fellow slugger, lobbying him on
the benefits of playing in Atlanta.

“Ken is excited about some of the moves
that were made in the offseason,” Jones said.

“He thinks, as do the rest of us in this
clubhouse, that we’re going to be a little bet-
ter than people think. And he’s excited about
it.”

The drawn-out negotiations have become
something of a cruel running joke around the
Mariners camp in suburban Phoenix, with
constant, almost mocking questions of:
“Anything new on Griffey?”

Seattle executives had heard nothing from
Griffey or his agent. Seattle general manager
Jack Zduriencik would only say through a
team spokesman, “There’s nothing new to
report from Peoria.”

Zduriencik was trying to come up with a
backup plan in case Griffey does sign with

the Braves, talking to the agent for free agent
outfielder Garret Anderson.

Without Griffey, the Mariners also held
their first full-squad workout. Rookie manag-
er Don Wakamatsu called it “a big day for
us” — part introduction and part getting
started on a new philosophy for a team that
has an entirely new coaching staff and an
overhauled roster.

“We are not thinking about who we are
going to acquire or not acquire,” Wakamatsu
said. “I’m going to focus on today and tomor-
row — and that’s all I’m going to look at.”

Braves manager Bobby Cox would love to
plug Griffey and his 611 career homers into
the lineup, even though he’s coming off a
mediocre season and, at age 39, is clearly past
his prime. Splitting time between Cincinnati
and the Chicago White Sox, Junior hit .249
with 18 homers and 71 RBIs last year.

But Griffey underwent surgery on an ail-
ing left knee after the season, and the Braves
are convinced he’ll be closer to the form he
showed in 2007, when he had 30 homers and
93 RBIs.

“We think he’s got some playing left in
him,” Cox said. “We’re looking for a stronger
bat, and he’s just the guy to supply that.”

Even an over-the-hill Griffey would be an
improvement on the production Atlanta got
from its outfield in 2008.

With right fielder Jeff Francoeur having a
miserable season and no one locking down
the jobs in center and left, the Braves got
only 27 homers from those three positions —
worst in the majors.

Wren and Cox met with Griffey on
Monday, and it wouldn’t take long for Junior
to get to Atlanta’s camp. He lives within a
half-hour drive of the Disney World complex,
part of the geographic advantage that works
in the Braves’ favor.

Griffey wants to remain close to his wife
and children, and the Braves are the obvious
option both during spring training and once
the season begins.

Flights between Orlando and Atlanta take
about an hour; the flying distance between
Orlando and Seattle is about six hours.

“My impressions are all very positive,”
Wren said. “We had a very positive meeting
with him. We went away from that with the
idea he would consider us when he makes his
decision.”

Kirkland: Would plan work?
Northwest Whitfield coach Allen Tucker

is even more definitive.
“I’ve heard people talking about want-

ing to do that,” he said. “But I wish we
wouldn’t.”

Tucker’s proposal would be to maintain
the five separate state traditional tourneys,
then stage a champions tourney the follow-
ing weekend by taking the top two from
each classification in all 14 weight classes.

That would mean no fewer wrestlers get
the chance to call themselves state champi-
ons, but that some of them would get to
call themselves something more. It’s a plan
that would satisfy the conservative and
experimental factions within the state’s
wrestling scene. It’s a plan that would give
us something new while respecting the old.

And it might be totally unworkable for
a sport with a calendar that has a final
month and a half already flooded with
postseason events.

Coaches have already raised their eye-
brows at having to deal with sectionals,
which has meant another weekend of travel
and all the costs associated with such trips.
For the “true champion” tourney to work,
the sectionals would likely have to be done
away with unless areas were combined,
allowing what’s now sectional weekend to
become classification state tourney week-
end.

Obviously, there are a lot of details to
work out — for something that might not

even happen — but unless classification
champs are still awarded, Dalton coach
Charles Mitchell isn’t interested. That’s
despite the fact that like Nichols, he came
from Tennessee, where having fewer
champs was a reality. Mitchell believes
“classifications have really helped grow the
sport” in Georgia by luring more athletes
into a tough athletic pursuit with the glory
of standing on that highest step on the state
medal stand.

“I think the state needs to look at it,”
Mitchell said, “from a student-athlete
standpoint.”

But if there’s a formula to respect the
classifications and create the cross-class
dream matchups that, for now, are only
talked about in online forums and the
bleachers and hospitality rooms of
wrestling tourneys, there’s no reason not to
go after it.

Imagine this. A year from now, 14
wrestlers on each side of a single mat,
standing shoulder to shoulder preparing for
the final match of the season. All five
classes are there — some more represent-
ed, some less, but all having earned their
place the old-fashioned way — and the
debates are settled once and for all about
who is truly Georgia’s best.

What student-athlete wouldn’t want a
shot at that kind of glory?

Marty Kirkland is a sports writer for
The Daily Citizen. You can write to him at
martykirkland@daltoncitizen.com.

➣ Continued from page 1B

State: 7-4A title hopefuls
title. The Bruins finished
fourth at last season’s Class
4A state traditional tourney.

“If we put four in the
finals,” Tucker said, “I think
we can win it.”

Both Dalton, which qual-
ified all seven of its Class
4A West sectional entrants,
and Murray County, which
advanced six of seven, head
for Duluth with similar
hopes.

But Dalton’s Catamounts
— who swept the Area 7-4A
duals and traditional titles
and finished second last
month to Whitewater at the
Class 4A state duals — are
attacking the tourney from a
different direction than
Northwest.

With the notable excep-
tion of 125-pound champi-
on Henry Torres, who also
won that title in 7-4A, coach
Charles Mitchell was disap-
pointed with the second-day
effort of his team at its sec-
tional. Mitchell feared com-
placency would set in after
most of the team locked up
state berths during Friday’s
wrestling, and he believes
that’s part of the reason his
wrestlers didn’t claim better
finishes during Saturday’s
action.

Still, Mitchell noted,
Dalton met its goal of
advancing everyone who
went to the tourney. Along
with Torres, Eduardo
Gutierrez (103), Jordan
White (112), Christian
Washington (119), Renaldo
Torres (130), Taylor
Duckworth (160) and Dean
Menchaca (215) will also
compete at state.

And their coach has
worked to turn what he
believed was a negative into
a positive during this week’s
workouts.

“If we do good and we
all have a nice draw at state,
maybe you don’t get that
sense of urgency,” Mitchell

said. “I really feel like now
we’ve got something to
prove. We can learn from
the lessons of Saturday.”

Like Northwest’s Royal,
Murray County’s Dalton
Lane took a step forward
last week at sectionals.
After losing by a point in
the 135-pound finals at area,
he erased that shortcoming
and helped his seeding for
state by winning the sec-
tional title. He’ll be joined
by teammates Brian
McMillan (160), David
Thornbury (171), Zac Dills
(189), D.J. Winters (215)
and Jake McConathy (285).

While some of his
wrestlers might have lost
seeding position at section-
als, Indians coach Chris
Thornbury said he believes
they’ve been given fair
draws for this weekend.

“And the way they bat-
tled in the final rounds at
sectionals, if they’ll do that
again, we’ll take what we
get,” he said.

Despite the concerns of
some coaches that Area 7-
4A would hurt its own
chances for a state title by
beating up on each other for
two consecutive weekends,
Thornbury believes the
area’s teams have as good a
shot as any at bringing
home a state title.

“I think us, Northwest
and Dalton are all three
good teams,” he said. “I
think all three should feel
good about their chances.”

For Southeast, which
will compete in the Class
3A tourney, it’s about the
individual experience for
the Raiders who have bat-
tled their way to state: Nick
Didonato (135), Andy
Pichardo (140) and Cristian
Perez (215), a trio of jun-
iors.

And since it will be a
first-time experience for
both Didonato and Perez —
at last year’s 4A traditional,
Pichardo advanced to the

135-pound quarterfinals and
was two wins shy of earning
a medal — Southeast coach
Neil Nichols has been
focused on cutting down the
awe factor for them this
week.

“We’ve tried to talk to
them about what to expect,”
Nichols said. “Nick’s at
least been there before as a
manager, because we took
him last year when he was
injured so he could kind of
experience it. Even last
Saturday (at the Class 3A
West sectional in Atlanta), I
thought probably Nick and
Cristian’s first matches were
their worst matches.

“Both of them said they
had been nervous. So we’ve
been talking to them about
the size of the arena and the
number of mats they’re
going to see, so they’ll
know what to expect when
they walk in the door.”

With the heaviest lifting
already done in the practice
room, Nichols has focused
on the details this week.

“We went over stuff they
did wrong and fine-tuned
that,” he said. “We’ve
worked on the individual lit-
tle things and made sure
their lungs are still with
them.”

According to the
GHSA’s official Web site,
wrestling will begin today at
5:30 p.m. on 12 mats —
with Class 2A, 3A, 4A and
5A each competing on three
each — and continue
through 10 p.m. Action will
resume at 9 a.m. Friday as
Class 1A joins the competi-
tion and the semifinals for
all five classes is set for 7
that night. On Saturday, the
consolation finals are sched-
uled for noon and the finals
for 5 p.m.

Admission to the tourney
is $7 on Thursday and $10
per day on Friday and
Saturday. A tourney pass is
also available for $24.

➣ Continued from page 1B
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Postseason: A killer quarter

Tourneys: NW girls in semis
McDonald said. “We used that as a catalyst
all year, pushing ourselves, staying hungry
for this. We’ve met our short-term goals and
we’re going for the final goal this year,
playing in the state tournament.”

McDonald said his Lady Raiders must
contend with a strong post player and terrif-
ic point guard Cartersville will put on the
floor. But he’ll revert to his second-game
strategy used against the Lady Hurricanes
that worked out splendidly.

Meanwhile, coach Joey Bryson’s
Raiders will have to contend with
Cedartown scoring whiz Brandon Brown, a
sharpshooting two-guard who Bryson said
averages “around 24 or 25 points a game.”

“He’s really good,” Bryson said of
Brown. “He’s pretty quick and very athletic.
In fact, their team is very athletic, so we’re
going to have to use different strategies,
make them shoot outside and hope to con-
tain their athleticism.”

Bryson said the team most comparable to
Cedartown, in terms of athleticism, is the
Chattanooga School of Arts and Sciences,
which played in the Raiders’ Thanksgiving
tournament.

Both of those teams are athletic and they

like to press,” Bryson said. “Our assistant
coaches have done a good job scouting
them and we’ve had a couple of good days
of practice getting ready. I think we’re pre-
pared. We’ll go play and see what happens.”

Elsewhere today, Christian Heritage’s
Lions (24-5) try to bounce back from a lop-
sided, 78-38, loss to Arlington Christian in
the Region 4-2A tournament title game
when they play Westminister Christian
Academy — a team they have not played
this season — of Watkinsville at 4 p.m. in
the Georgia Independent School
Association state tournament at Middle
Georgia College in Cochran.

And in the Region 7-4A tournament
semifinals at Woodland High School in
Cartersville, the top-seeded Northwest
Whitfield Lady Bruins (24-2) roll into
today’s game against fourth-seeded
Hillgrove riding a 14-game winning streak,
having last lost on Dec. 30 to Loganville
(47-45) in the Deep South Classic.

In their winning streak, Northwest has
posted an average margin of victory of 32.2
points. Twice in the streak Northwest beat
teams by 80-plus points and twice scored in
the 90s.

Hillgrove (17-7) knocked Dalton out of
the postseason on Tuesday with a 63-47 vic-
tory behind Tala Black’s 24 points.

➣ Continued from page 1B

for the Cardinals, who beat
Murray County 65-48, on
Jan. 13. Barney Rawls had
11 points and Roland
Assinzo added 10.

“We executed our game
plan defensively and
rebounded extremely well,
especially in the second
half,” Linder said.

The Bruins (17-7) trailed
32-25 late in their game
against Sprayberry, but
Tanner Reno hit a 1-of-3
free throws, Delic dropped
in two with 57 seconds
remaining and Reno, the
Bruins’ career leader in 3-
pointers, nailed one with 26
seconds left to pull
Northwest within 32-31.

After a Bruins turnover
with five seconds left in the
game, Sprayberry made a
free throw, but Northwest
had one last chance. Reno’s
long 3 hit the front of the
rim and bounced away at the
final buzzer.

“This loss was brutal,”
Bruins coach Ryan Richards
said. “We put ourselves in
position to win and Tanner had
a great look at the goal from
about the time line. It was on
line but just didn’t fall.”

The Bruins, seeded sev-
enth, started the game at a
torrid pace and jumped to a
stunning 14-3 advantage. Up
5-3, Nermin Delic hit a field
goal, Tanner Reno drained a
3-pointer and Baker
Chiddister and Reno coun-
tered from two-point dis-
tance to give the Bruins the
early lead.

Neither team scorched
the nets in the second quar-
ter, with Sprayberry outscor-
ing Northwest 5-3. The
Bruins led 17-11 at halftime.

The surging Yellow
Jackets (17-9) then
outscored Northwest 15-0 in
the third quarter and
grabbed what looked like a
fairly save 26-17 lead over
the Bruins, who were crip-
pled over the final three
quarters by costly turnovers.

“The third quarter was
it,” Richards said. “The kids
played great in the other
quarters, but for whatever
reason we didn’t execute
anything in the third. We
only took three shots. But
I’m going to focus on the
guts and characters of our
kids to battle back and have
a chance to win. I’d love to
have another play here or
there, but it just wasn’t
meant to be. One bad quar-
ter cost us the chance to
advance.”

Reno made a 3-pointer to
open the fourth quarter and
Romeo Williams hit two
free throws, cutting
Sprayberry’s lead to 26-22.
But the Yellow Jackets
stretched their lead to 32-25,
setting up the final hectic
minutes.

Reno scored a game-high
14 points and Delic was also
in double figures with 10.

Bradley Grayson paced
Sprayberry with nine points
as both teams managed sea-
son-low point totals.

For Christian Heritage’s
girls, Meg Crawford scored
a career-high 22 points and

the Lady Lions made 5-of-8
free throws in overtime to
post the victory in the
Georgia Independent School
Association state tourna-
ment at Middle Georgia
College in Cochran.

The Lady Lions (22-5)
made just two baskets in
overtime but the free-throw
shooting preserved the win.
Crawford made 4-of-6 free
throws and Maggie Peeples
hit 1-of-2 in the extra peri-
od.

“We got into foul trouble
early in the game and that
affected our defense,”
Christian Heritage coach
Heather Lowery said. “We
had to slack off our pressure
defense and that hurt us
some because we couldn’t
keep up our pressure.

“We were up by three
points at halftime and Meg
hit back-to-back 3s to start
the third quarter, but the
game was back and forth
after that.”

With 24 seconds left,
Crawford’s free throw gave
the Lady Lions a 53-50 lead.

Cassie Avant, who led
Brentwood with 18 points,
made a free throw but the
Lady Lions got the rebound
on a missed second attempt
and ran out the clock.

Peeples finished with 15
points and 10 rebounds
while Caty Nagel added
eight points and 10
rebounds.

Christian Heritage
advanced to the second
round and will play Tift
Area on Friday at 7 p.m. at
Brewton-Parker College.

➣ Continued from page 1B



Prep Schedule
Today

Region 6-3A Tournament
At Allatoona High School

Southeast girls vs. Cartersville, 4
Southeast boys vs. Cedartown, 5:30

Region 7-4A Tournament
At Woodland High, Cartersville

Northwest Whitfield girls vs. Hillgrove, 6
GISA State Tournament

At Middle Georgia College, Cochran
Christian Heritage boys vs. Westminister Academy
Christian, 4

Varsity soccer
Northwest Whitfield boys at Southeast, 5

Varsity wrestling
Class 3A, Class 4A state traditional tournaments,
Gwinnett Center

JV soccer
Southeast boys at Northwest Whitfield, 3:30

———
Friday

Varsity soccer
Dalton girls at Hoover, Ala., 4
Dalton boys at McIntosh, 4:30
Heritage girls at Northwest Whitfield, 5
Southeast vs. Oak Mountain at Oak Mountain
Tournament in Birmingham, Ala., 7

Varsity wrestling
Class 3A, Class 4A state traditional tournament,
Gwinnett Center

JV soccer
Dalton boys at McIntosh, 6:30

———
Saturday

Varsity golf
Northwest Whitfield boys at North-South
Challenge, 9 a.m.

Varsity soccer
Gordon Central girls vs. Northwest Whitfield at
LaFayette, 10 a.m.
Southeast vs. Spain Park at Oak Mountain
Tournament in Birmingham, Ala., 7

Varsity wrestling
Class 3A, Class 4A state traditional tournament,
Gwinnett Center

Junior varsity soccer
Calhoun at Murray County, TBA

On Today
CYCLING

4 p.m.
VERSUS — Tour of California, stage 5, Visalia to
Paso Robles, Calif.

GOLF
9:30 a.m.

TGC — European PGA Tour, Johnnie Walker
Classic, first round, at Perth, Australia (same-day
tape)

3 p.m.
TGC — PGA Tour, Northern Trust Open, first
round, at Pacific Palisades, Calif.

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
7 p.m.

ESPN — Duke at St. John’s
ESPN2 — Xavier at Charlotte

9 p.m.
ESPN — Wisconsin at Indiana
ESPN2 — Rutgers at Villanova

11 p.m.
ESPN2 — Hawaii at Fresno St.
FSN — Washington at UCLA

NBA BASKETBALL
8:15 p.m.

TNT — San Antonio at Detroit
10:30 p.m.

TNT — Boston at Utah

NHL Glance
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
W L OT Pts GF GA

New Jersey 37 18 3 77 179 145
Philadelphia 30 16 9 69 179 161
N.Y. Rangers 31 22 6 68 147 163
Pittsburgh 27 25 6 60 173 178
N.Y. Islanders 17 34 6 40 138 192

Northeast Division
W L OT Pts GF GA

Boston 40 10 8 88 197 131
Montreal 30 21 7 67 175 176
Buffalo 30 22 6 66 172 160
Ottawa 22 25 9 53 139 158
Toronto 21 26 10 52 172 210

Southeast Division
W L OT Pts GF GA

Washington 37 16 5 79 195 166
Florida 29 20 8 66 164 155
Carolina 28 25 5 61 147 171
Tampa Bay 19 27 11 49 145 181
Atlanta 21 32 5 47 172 204

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

W L OT Pts GF GA
Detroit 38 12 8 84 221 170
Chicago 32 15 8 72 186 140
Columbus 29 23 6 64 159 161
Nashville 27 28 3 57 140 166
St. Louis 24 26 7 55 163 176

Northwest Division
W L OT Pts GF GA

Calgary 33 18 6 72 181 169
Vancouver 28 21 8 64 173 166
Edmonton 29 24 4 62 161 175
Minnesota 28 24 3 59 142 129
Colorado 27 30 1 55 159 180

Pacific Division
W L OT Pts GF GA

San Jose 38 8 9 85 192 137
Dallas 28 21 7 63 169 174
Anaheim 28 25 5 61 163 166
Los Angeles 24 22 9 57 146 157
Phoenix 25 28 5 55 146 178

Two points for a win, one point for overtime loss or
shootout loss.

———
Tuesday’s Games

Boston 5, Carolina 1
Buffalo 4, Toronto 1
Florida 4, New Jersey 0
Chicago 5, Tampa Bay 3
Colorado 3, Ottawa 2, OT
Vancouver 4, Calgary 3, SO
San Jose 4, Edmonton 2

Wednesday’s Games
Columbus 4, St. Louis 3
N.Y. Rangers 3, N.Y. Islanders 1
Detroit 6, Nashville 2
Washington 4, Montreal 3, SO
Los Angeles at Anaheim, late

Today’s Games
Buffalo at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Carolina at N.Y. Islanders, 7 p.m.
Vancouver at Ottawa, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Florida, 7:30 p.m.
Columbus at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
New Jersey at Tampa Bay, 7:30 p.m.
St. Louis at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Calgary at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Edmonton at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Los Angeles at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Colorado at Washington, 7 p.m.
Anaheim at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.

NBA Glance
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
W L Pct GB

Boston 44 11 .800 —
Philadelphia 27 26 .509 16
New Jersey 24 30 .444 19 1/2
New York 22 31 .415 21
Toronto 21 35 .375 23 1/2

Southeast Division
W L Pct GB

Orlando 39 14 .736 —
Atlanta 31 22 .585 8
Miami 28 25 .528 11
Charlotte 22 32 .407 17 1/2
Washington 12 42 .222 27 1/2

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Cleveland 41 11 .788 —
Detroit 27 25 .519 14
Milwaukee 27 30 .474 16 1/2
Chicago 24 30 .444 18
Indiana 22 34 .393 21

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

W L Pct GB
San Antonio 35 17 .673 —

New Orleans 32 20 .615 3
Houston 33 21 .611 3
Dallas 31 21 .596 4
Memphis 15 38 .283 20 1/2

Northwest Division
W L Pct GB

Denver 37 17 .685 —
Portland 32 20 .615 4
Utah 31 23 .574 6
Minnesota 18 35 .340 18 1/2
Oklahoma City 13 41 .241 24

Pacific Division
W L Pct GB

L.A. Lakers 43 10 .811 —
Phoenix 29 23 .558 13 1/2
Golden State 19 35 .352 24 1/2
L.A. Clippers 13 41 .241 30 1/2
Sacramento 11 43 .204 32 1/2

———
Tuesday’s Games

Orlando 107, Charlotte 102, OT
Indiana 100, Philadelphia 91
Washington 111, Minnesota 103
Milwaukee 92, Detroit 86
New York 112, San Antonio 107, OT
New Orleans 100, Oklahoma City 98
Houston 114, New Jersey 88
Utah 117, Memphis 99
Phoenix 140, L.A. Clippers 100
L.A. Lakers 96, Atlanta 83

Wednesday’s Games
Cleveland 93, Toronto 76
Charlotte 103, Indiana 94
Denver 101, Philadelphia 89
Minnesota 111, Miami 104
New Orleans 117, Orlando 85
Chicago 113, Milwaukee 104
New Jersey at Dallas, late
Atlanta at Sacramento, late
Memphis at Portland, late
Phoenix at L.A. Clippers, late
L.A. Lakers at Golden State, late

Today’s Games
San Antonio at Detroit, 8 p.m.
Boston at Utah, 10:30 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Orlando at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Toronto at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Dallas at Houston, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Washington at New Jersey, 8 p.m.
Indiana at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Denver at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Cleveland at Milwaukee, 8:30 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Atlanta at Portland, 10 p.m.
New Orleans at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

College Results
EAST

American U. 58, Army 36
Binghamton 62, Hartford 44
Bowling Green 59, Buffalo 48
Georgia St. 70, Northeastern 68
Holy Cross 74, Navy 69
Lafayette 71, Bucknell 68
Lehigh 49, Colgate 40
Rhode Island 71, Massachusetts 59
Richmond 62, La Salle 53
Rider 90, Niagara 87
Stony Brook 66, Boston U. 54
Temple 72, Fordham 45
West Virginia 79, Notre Dame 68
William & Mary 76, Towson 54

SOUTH
Auburn 71, Georgia 59
E. Kentucky 74, Morehead St. 70
Florida 83, Alabama 74
Florida St. 80, Miami 67
George Mason 49, Drexel 48
Georgetown 65, South Florida 40
Louisville 94, Providence 76
Marshall 88, Houston 83
McNeese St. 88, Northwestern St. 74
North Carolina 89, N.C. State 80
Old Dominion 84, UNC Wilmington 65
Savannah St. 79, Florida Atlantic 66
Texas-Arlington 70, SE Louisiana 66
The Citadel 64, Davidson 46
UNC Asheville 81, High Point 78, OT
Va. Commonwealth 78, Delaware 67
Wake Forest 87, Georgia Tech 69
Winthrop 60, Gardner-Webb 55

SOUTHWEST
UTEP 67, Rice 58

Wednesday’s Moves
BASEBALL

American League
MINNESOTA TWINS—Agreed to terms with RHP
Luis Ayala on a one-year contract.
OAKLAND ATHLETICS—Agreed to terms with
LHP Jerry Blevins, RHP Santiago Casilla, RHP
Joey Devine, RHP Jeff Gray, RHP Brad Ziegler,
INF Eric Patterson, INF Gregorio Petit, OF Chris
Denorfia and OF Javier Herrera on one-year con-
tracts.
TAMPA BAY RAYS—Agreed to terms with 3B Willie
Aybar on a two-year contract.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS—Claimed RHP
Bobby Korecky off waivers from Minnesota.
ATLANTA BRAVES—Agreed to terms with 2B Kelly
Johnson on a one-year contract.
HOUSTON ASTROS—Agreed to terms with RHP
RHP Brad James, LHP Tyler Lumsden, IF Edwin
Maysonet and OF Yordany Ramirez on one-year
contracts.
WASHINGTON NATIONALS—Agreed to terms
with OF Josh Willingham on a one-year contract.

American Association
EL PASO DIABLOS—Signed OF Adam Hale.
SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER CAPTAINS—Signed
LHP Jorge Lugo. Acquired 1B Brett Amyx from
Windy City (Frontier) for a player to be named.
Northern League
JOLIET JACKHAMMERS—Acquired LHP Ryan
Gehring from Traverse City (Frontier) to complete
an earlier trade. Acquired INF Ismael Castro from
Washington (Frontier) for a player to be named.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA—Suspended L.A. Clippers C Zach Randolph
two games for striking Phoenix F Louis Amundson
in the face during a game on Tuesday.
CHARLOTTE BOBCATS—Signed F Cartier Martin
for the remainder of the season.
CHICAGO BULLS—Traded F Andres Nocioni, F-C
Drew Gooden, F Cedric Simmons and F-C Michael
Ruffin to Sacramento for C-F Brad Miller and G-F
John Salmons.
SACREMENTO KINGS—Traded F-C Michael
Ruffin to Portland for F Ike Diogu.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS—Designated LB Karlos
Dansby as their franchise player.
BUFFALO BILLS—Re-signed LB John DiGiorgio.
MINNESOTA VIKINGS—Released RB-KR
Maurice Hicks. Named Diron Reynolds assistant
defensive line coach.

Canadian Football League
BRITISH COLUMBIA LIONS—Signed DB Dante
Marsh and DB Jerome Dennis to contract exten-
sions.
WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS—Announced the
retirement of WR Milt Stegall.

arenafootball2
af2—Assigned L Maurice Smith and L Frashon
McGee to Mahoning Valley.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

BUFFALO SABRES—Reassigned F Nathan
Gerbe to Portland (AHL).
CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS—Placed G Nikolai
Khabibulin and RW Patrick Sharp on injured
reserve.
DALLAS STARS—Recalled RW Chris Conner from
Peoria (AHL).
EDMONTON OILERS—Assigned F Carl Corrazini
from Springfield (AHL) to Peoria (ECHL).
OTTAWA SENATORS—Recalled F Josh Hennessy
from Binghamton (AHL).
ST. LOUIS BLUES—Reassigned F Charles Linglet
from Peoria (ECHL) to Springfield (AHL).

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

NEW YORK RED BULLS—Waived M David Roth.
Signed M Dane Richards to a multiyear contract.

COLLEGE
ALVERNIA—Named Bill Stiles director of athletics
and recreation.
CINCINNATI—Named Bob Diaco defensive coor-
dinator. Promoted defensive backs coach Kerry
Coombs to associate head coach, and special
teams and recruiting coordinator-tight ends coach
Mike Elston to assistant head coach, in addition to
their previous duties.
HARVARD—Named James Frazier director of
strength and conditioning.
INDIANA—Reinstated junior G Devan Dumes to
the men’s basketball team after a two-game sus-
pension.
INDIANA STATE—Named Troy Walters offensive
coordinator and quarterbacks and wide receivers
coach.
JPITTSBURGH—Named Frank Cignetti Jr. offen-
sive coordinator.
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SCOREBOARD
LOCAL

HOCKEY

TRANSACTIONS

BASKETBALL

TELEVISION

ART
Ken Morrison Art
http://www.kenmorrisonart.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Al Johnson Volvo
www.aljohnsonvolvo.com

BANKING
First Georgia Bank
www.firstgabnk.com

BUSINESS SERVICES
A Total Resource
www.exceptionalpeo.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING
Wachovia Securities
www.agedwards.com/fc/jr.fitch

FUNERAL SERVICES
Ponders Funeral Home
www.pondersfuneralhome.com

HEALTH & NUTRITION
www.exit333ga.com

Allure Elite Medical Day Spa
www.allure.spabeautyathome.com

HOSPITALS
Gordon Hospital
www.gordonhospital.com

INSURANCE
Insurance Advance Insurance Strategies
www.advancedinsurancestrategies.com

JEWELRY
Maryville Jewelers
www.maryvillejewelers.net

KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN
Georgia Kitchen and Bath Design
www.georgiakitchenandbathdesign.com

MEDIA GROUP
Dalton Daily Citizen
www.daltondailycitizen.com

REAL ESTATE
Peach Realty
www.peachrealtyinc.com

SCHOOLS
Dalton Beauty College
www.daltonbeautycollege.com

SPEECH AND HEARING
Looper Speech & Hearing
www.loopersch.com

UTILITIES
Dalton Utilities / Optilink
www.dutil.com

Van Pelt, former
Giants LB, dies
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

OWOSSO, Mich. — Brad
Van Pelt, a five-time Pro
Bowl player with the New
York Giants who helped form
one of the NFL’s best line-
backing corps in the early
1980s, has died. He was 57.

Van Pelt was found dead
Tuesday by his fiancee at his
home, the Giants said
Wednesday. He died from an
apparent heart attack.

A second-round draft
choice out of Michigan State
in 1973, Van Pelt played 14
seasons in the NFL, 11 with
the Giants.

Although he played on
only one winning team in
New York, he made the Pro
Bowl five consecutive sea-
sons from 1976-1980.

Van Pelt’s only winning
season with the Giants came
in 1981, when Lawrence
Taylor was drafted and the
team made the playoffs for
the first time in 18 seasons.
Van Pelt played strong side
linebacker with Taylor on the
weak side and Harry Carson
and Brian Kelley in the mid-

dle of a group called the
“Crunch Bunch.”

Van Pelt left the Giants in
1983 and spent two seasons
with the Los Angeles Raiders
before finishing his career
with Cleveland in 1986. He
played in 184 regular season
games and had 20 intercep-
tions and 24 1/2 sacks.

“Brad was a very good
friend,” Carson said.

“Obviously he was a great
teammate, but I consider him
more of a very good friend
and very much like a brother.
Then the relationship after
football and the things that we
did as a group of linebackers
really bonded us together.”

At Michigan State, Van
Pelt also played baseball and
was drafted by the St. Louis
Cardinals as a pitcher, lasting
into the second round of the
NFL draft because many
teams thought he would play
baseball. He was an All-
American safety in 1972,
and became the first defen-
sive player to win the
Maxwell Award as the
nation’s top player.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

AP PHOTO
Auburn’s DeWayne Reed (12) is fouled by Georgia’s
Dustin Ware while driving to the basket during first-
half play of their SEC game Wednesday night.

Auburn wallops
Bulldogs; Tech
falls to Deacons
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATHENS — Tay Waller
scored 20 points and
Korvotney Barber had 11
points with 18 rebounds to
help Auburn earn a fourth
straight victory in the
Southeastern Conference
for the first time in six
years, 71-59 over Georgia
on Wednesday night.

The Tigers (17-9, 6-5
Southeastern Conference)
struggled to hold off
Georgia despite leading by
27 points early in the sec-
ond half.

After Quantez
Robertson’s layup put
Auburn ahead 49-22 with
16:27 remaining, the
Tigers slumped on both
ends of the floor.

Georgia (10-16, 1-10)
never led, but Dustin
Ware’s straightaway 3-
pointer cut Auburn’s
advantage to less than 10
points for the first time
since the 14:28 mark of the
first half.

The long jumper woke
up the sparse crowd at
Stegeman Coliseum, which
is rarely filled and was
even farther under capacity
with tornado warnings
echoing 45 minutes before
tipoff.

The Bulldogs twice
came within six points in
the final minutes, the sec-
ond time coming on Ricky
McPhee’s two free throws
with 4:39 remaining.

A four-point possession,
coming on Barber’s free
throw and a three-point
play by Rasheem Barrett,
ended the suspense by put-
ting Auburn ahead 69-58
with 58.5 seconds left.

The Tigers left with
their largest margin of vic-
tory in Athens since 1977.
They have their first four-
game winning streak in the
SEC since 2002-03, when
a 4-0 start helped propel
them to the Sweet 16.

Georgia was coming off
a surprising two-point
upset of Florida on
Saturday, but dismal field-
goal shooting in the first
half led to its 12th loss in
13 games.

The SEC’s lowest-scor-
ing team, the Bulldogs
showed why were ranked
220th nationally when the
game started with a 65.7
average. They missed 16 of
their first 18 shots, includ-
ing a 1-for-10 ratio on 3-
pointers, before Trey
Thompkins’ layup made it
35-9.

Waller’s 3-pointer at the
5:27 mark of the first half
gave the Tigers their
largest lead at 29.

Ware had 14 points for
Georgia.

• Wake Forest 87,

Georgia Tech 59: At
Winston-Salem, N.c.,
James Johnson had 24
points and 11 rebounds
and No. 8 Wake Forest
avenged its worst loss of
the season by holding off
Georgia Techt.

Less than three weeks
after the Yellow Jackets
stunned the Demon
Deacons for their only
Atlantic Coast Conference
win of the season, Wake
Forest saw a 23-point lead
cut to five before pulling
away behind Johnson’s
dominance inside.

Jeff Teague added 15
points for Wake Forest (20-
4, 7-4), freshman Al-
Farouq Aminu scored 14
and got the better of his
older brother, Georgia Tech
senior Alade Aminu, who
was held to nine points.

Lewis Clinch hit six 3-
pointers and scored 24
points and Iman Shumpert
added 14 for Georgia Tech
(10-15, 1-11), which has
lost five straight and 10 of
11.

• Mississippi 81,
Tennessee 65: At Oxford,
Miss., Terrico White
scored 21 points, Murphy
Holloway had 18 points
and 13 rebounds, and
Mississippi beat
Tennessee, further mud-
dling the race for the SEC
title.

The Rebels (14-11, 5-6)
held the Volunteers (16-9,
7-4) without a field goal
for more than 5 minutes to
take control and the SEC’s
hottest shooting team hurt
itself by missing 33 of 57
shots and 13 free throws.

Wayne Chism had 19
points and Tyler Smith
added 16 to lead
Tennessee, while David
Huertas scored 14 of his
16 points in the second
half to boost Ole Miss.

• Florida 83, Alabama
74: At Gainesville, Fla.,
Nick Calathes scored 22
points, Alex Tyus added 16
and Florida snapped a two-
game losing streak with a
victory over Alabama.

Kenny Kadji had eight
points and eight rebounds
for the Gators, who had
lost three of their last four
coming into the game.

Florida (20-6, 7-4) beat
Alabama for the eighth
time in the last 10 meet-
ings. The Gators also
extended their streak of
20-win seasons to 11, the
second-longest streak in
league history. Tubby
Smith holds the record
with 12, 10 at Kentucky
and two at Georgia.

Alonzo Gee led the
Crimson Tide (13-12, 3-8)
with 17 points.



BY CHRIS JENKINS
Associated Press Writer

If Jack Roush has anything to
say about it, propane soon will
be used for more than grilling
hamburgers and hot dogs at the
infield cookout.

In the wake of Sunday’s
Daytona 500 victory by Roush-
Fenway NASCAR team driver
Matt Kenseth, Roush was back
at his headquarters outside
Detroit this week to promote his
company’s new line of propane-
fueled Ford trucks and vans.

A veteran of racing and the
automotive industry, Roush
loves the sound of a snarling
gasoline-powered V-8 as much
as the next guy — probably
more. But Roush sees alterna-
tive fuels as a positive step in
the struggling U.S. auto indus-
try’s journey out of the econom-
ic wilderness.

“We’re getting ready for the
upswing here,” Roush said, in a
telephone interview with The
Associated Press. “The automo-
bile industry is going to survive.
We’re going to morph ourselves
into a shape where we can have
better market share for the
things that we do than we’ve
had in the past. And life’s going
to be good.”

Roush said alternative fuels
are “certainly not a fix-all,” but
represent potential good news
for an industry beleaguered by
talk of bailouts and bankruptcy.

And Roush’s decision to
embrace alternative fuels —
he’s touting propane as an
immediate answer, and his com-
pany is working on electric and
hydrogen power projects for the
future — is another example of
a slow shift toward environmen-
tal awareness within the
NASCAR community.

Although the Indy Racing
League has switched to ethanol,
NASCAR only recently
switched from leaded to unlead-
ed fuel and its cars still use car-
buretors instead of fuel injection.

But NASCAR recently hired
a director of “green innovation,”
and NASCAR chairman and
CEO Brian France has spoken
to former vice president Al Gore

about making the sport more
environmentally friendly.

Not that Roush expects
NASCAR to race on an alterna-
tive fuel anytime soon.

“If you wanted to look at
electric motors, I guess you
could race slot cars,” Roush
joked.

But wouldn’t it be easier to
talk to your buddies in the grand-
stands as the cars whooshed by
in Prius-like silence?

“You could do that,” Roush
said. “You could also go to
sleep.”

Clearly, Roush is more inter-
ested in getting alternative-fuel
vehicles on the road than on the
track.

Although Roush is best
known for the success of his
NASCAR team and the trade-
mark fedora he wears in the
garage area, he says only about
500 of his 3,000 employees

work on racing. The rest work
on other business interests that
include engineering projects for
the automotive industry and
beyond.

And in stark contrast to many
businesses in the hard-hit state
of Michigan, Roush is planning
to expand. He sees the propane
fuel truck conversions as an area
for growth.

“The thing that I’ve done in
running my company that’s kept
it viable is that we have been
quick to give up on things that
were no longer timely or need-
ed, and we’ve morphed our-
selves into a new form, a new
shape, that would follow the
needs of the automotive indus-
try and the interest of things that
were happening in the econo-
my,” Roush said.

Roush’s propane truck con-
versions will be marketed pri-
marily to large business fleets.

Although there are an estimated
2,500 public propane refueling
stations in the U.S., Roush said
the propane-powered trucks
make the most sense for compa-
nies large enough to maintain
their own refueling stations.

The Roush propane conver-
sion isn’t cheap — it costs just
shy of $9,000 for parts and
installation on a Ford pickup.

When combined with federal
and state tax incentives that sub-
sidize major chunks of the con-
version and subsequent propane
purchases, Roush estimates the
cost will justify itself within a
year. According to Roush’s
research, business fleets hold on
to their vehicles much longer.

Propane also burns cleaner
than gasoline — Roush says his
modified trucks will be certified
by the strict California Air
Resources Board — and
propane generally doesn’t need
to be imported because it is a
byproduct of the refining
process for oil and natural gas
that often goes to waste.

Those big flames you see
shooting out of refinery smoke-
stacks?

“For the most part, that’s
burning off propane,” Roush
said.

Roush says the propane-
powered truck gets the same
horsepower and torque as the
gasoline version.

“It’s seamless,” Roush said.
“You can’t tell the difference.”

However, Roush acknowl-
edges an approximate 13 per-
cent drop in fuel economy
because a gallon of propane
contains less energy than a gal-
lon of gas.

The loss in efficiency can be
offset when large business fleets
take advantage of wholesale
propane prices that have been
below $1 per gallon this year,
according to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration’s
Web site.

Roush’s propane push runs
parallel to the widely publicized
natural gas transportation fuel
initiative being promoted by
Texas oil tycoon T. Boone
Pickens.
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AUTO RACING: NASCAR

Roush pushes propane fuel

AP PHOTO
Jack Roush, shown during practice at the Daytona 500 at
Daytona International Speedway, believes propane would
be a nice alternative fuel in trucks and vans.

Draft choice
duped Nats

BY HOWARD FENDRICH
Associated Press Writer

VIERA, Fla. — A top baseball prospect
from the Dominican Republic who received a
$1.4 million signing bonus from the
Washington Nationals lied about his age and
name in what team president Stan Kasten
called “an elaborate scheme.”

“This was a deliberate, premeditated
fraud” that involved bribes, along with falsi-
fied hospital and school
records, Kasten said
Wednesday.

In July 2006, the
Nationals signed a 16-year-
old shortstop named
Esmailyn “Smiley” Gonzalez and held a news
conference at which general manager Jim
Bowden compared the player to Hall of Famer
Ozzie Smith. Still known as Gonzalez, he
wound up leading the rookie-level Gulf Coast
League with a .343 batting average in 2008.

But while the Nationals have been listing
his date of birth as Sept. 21, 1989 — which
would make him 19 now — Kasten said
Wednesday that a Major League Baseball
investigation determined Gonzalez is actually
Carlos David Alvarez Lugo, born in
November 1985 — meaning he is really 23.

Kasten spoke after SI.com first reported
the Gonzalez/Lugo issue.

Jose Rijo, a special assistant to Bowden,
was credited with spotting the player in the
Dominican about two years before the
Nationals signed him.

“I loved him from the beginning,” Rijo said
Wednesday in the home clubhouse at Space
Coast Stadium, where the Nationals hold
spring training.

“In the Dominican, you never know. You
just never know anymore. That (stuff has)
been going on for so long,” Rijo, the 1990
World Series MVP for the Cincinnati Reds,
said about players lying about their ages.

Asked whether he had ever seen
Gonzalez’s documents, Rijo said: “You see a
document, but you’re going to see a real or a
fake one, anyway. It doesn’t matter. But
you’ve got to go through Major League
Baseball before you can get the kid to sign.
They do the investigation, they do everything.”

Shortly after those comments, the
Nationals announced that Kasten would be the
only member of the organization, including
Bowden, who would speak about the matter.

While Kasten said there were “a number of
people involved” in the hoax, he would not
say whether anyone employed by the
Nationals is suspected of playing a role.

“I’m not going to say anything right now
while the investigation continues,” Kasten
said.

PRO

BASEBALL
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Submitted by
Brenda Houston “Aunt B” of Rocky Face, GA

To submit your photo, email photo, name
and city to: lauramartin@daltoncitizen.com

The Daily Photo

Look for the solution to today’s Sudoku Puzzle
on page 6B of the classifieds.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

103 Found
Found near Old Ringgold Road
area. Large, black German
Shepherd mix dog. Wearing blue
collar. Call: 706-271-6940

104 Lost

Lost Dachshund / Jack Russell
mixed male, brown dog in the
Rocky Face area. Reward
offered. Call if seen 706-618-
6366

Missing since: Feb. 5th.
American Pitt Bull. Male, tan &
white. Lost from South 41 Hwy
area. Very friendly. 706-847-7077

FINANCIAL

252 Business
For Sale

Turn Key business for sale,
downtown Dalton location. Fully
furnished, including kitchen &
sec. equip. Call for specific
details 1-717-383-2787 lve msg.

EMPLOYMENT

310 General

CDL Wrecker Driver Needed.
Call Bob’s Towing at 706-529-
2627

Experienced cleaning person
needed with vehicle for
residential and commercial
buildings. Background and
references required. Call 706-
279-1380 for appointment.

311 Health Care

PrimeCare Nursing Services is
seeking CNAs or experienced

PSAs to care for clients living in
Dalton, Chatsworth and

surrounding areas. All shifts
including weekends. Travel

reimbursement and competitive
salary. Must have reliable

transportation and working
phone. Apply in person at 1611
Martha Berry Blvd., Rome, GA
30162. Call 706-291-9151 ext.

14 for information.

RN Positions Available.
*Clinical Competency
Coordinator for 1st shift.

*Shift Supervisor for 2nd.
*Also Baylor PM’s.

Please send resumes to:
Heritage Healthcare

1067 Battlefield Pkwy,
Ft. Oglethorpe GA 30742

320 Trucking
Opportunities

**Truck Driver Training**
Low Cost Opportunity. Get your
professional career started
today. 706-624-9461.

Driver Wanted. Small company
looking for OTR driver to run
Southeast region. Clean MVR
and 3 years experience needed.
Home weekends. Competitive
salary. No touch freight. Call
770-386-8743

322 Sales

Local synthetic turf
manufacturer seeking energetic

inside sales support. Proven
sales history a must ! ! !

College degree preferred.
Email resume to:

resume100158@yahoo.com

YARD SALES

TIP
OF

THE
DAY

PAY TABLE/ MONEY
#Have at least $50-$60 in bills
and change. A roll of nickels
($2), dimes ($5), and quarters
($10), $20 in ones, and $20 in
fives is usually adequate.
#Keep a pen, paper and
calculator handy.
#Post a “Pay Here” sign on your
pay table.
##Consider posting a “Sorry No
Restrooms” sign if you do not
want people entering your
home.
#Always keep someone at the
pay table to accept payments
and guard the change box.
#As money collects, bring
larger amounts in the house for
safekeeping.

$$$To place an ad in the Yard
Sale Section of this newspaper:

Call Laura 706-272-7707
or

Jennfier 706-272-7703

PETS/LIVESTOCK

501 Pets for Sale
EXOTIC BIRD FAIR

Forest Park GA
Atlanta State Farmers Market

I-75 , exit 237. Feb. 21st & 22nd
Admission $5
423-240-8423

www.birdfairs.net

Puppies for sale. 6 wk old 1/2 pit
& 1/2 black lab. 3 black & 2 fawn.
$20. each. 706-313-4044

502 Free Pets
12 week old, female, kitten.
Himalayan Siamese mix. Free to
good home. 706-270-2447

Free to good home. Male, dog.
Call: 706-694-5764

ITEMS FOR SALE

606 Furniture
Stuff to sell?

Call me to advertise it in
The Daily Citizen &

daltondailycitizen.com
Jennifer 706-272-7703

611 Misc. Items
For Sale

5 floor length, formal dresses.
Sizes 2 and 4. Some worn once.
706-217-7825

701 Auctions
MEEK’S AUCTION

Chattanooga, Tn
SUN FEB 22nd1pm

Fabulous Antique Auction inc
Beautiful English Antiques and

Gardenware
Far too much to list

WWW.LESMEEKSAUCTIONS.
COM for Photos

423-875-9828 L.Meek
TAL#2730 FL#2388

704 Land & Lots
1 + acre cul-de-sac lot for sale
Bloomington Dr. off
Rauchenburg Rd. $25,000. 706-
264-7634 or 706-694-9827

1 + acre cul-de-sac lot for sale
Bloomington Dr. off
Rauchenburg Rd. $25,000. 706-
264-7634 or 706-694-9827

Lot for sale in Summer Brooke.
Lot 12, past Praters Mill on Hwy
2. Call for details 706-217-8539.

705 Homes For Sale
$2,000Dn. Starting at $700/mo.
OWNER FINANCING. Several
3Bd/2 Ba. homes in Whitfield &
Murray Remodeled, very nice.
Owner/Broker706-529-0650

No Credit Check. Owner
Financing. Rent to Own or
Lease Purchase. STOP
RENTING TODAY MOVE IN
TOMORROW!!!! Don Babb
706-463-2333 hhf@vol.com or
Mark Burnett 706-529-5901

DALTON
2860 Old Grade RD, 3BR 1 BA,
$75,000, $1,000 down, as low
as $535 month
1102 Brookwood #9 -3 BR 2BA
Condo, $84,900, $1,000 down
$600 per month
2134 Whaley Dr. S. Dalton.
2 BR 1 BA, $450 month.
1827 Swanson N Dalton 2 br
1ba, $69,900 $1000 dn $495
mn
4200 Mount Pleasant -
Beaverdake.5BR 2BA - not in
subd. $159K $1100 dn, $1100
month

726 Commercial
Buildings

*19,000 sq.ft. - 2105 E. Walnut
Ave. Retail space, Next to
Hobby Lobby, across from Mall.
*97,000 sq. ft., 454 Hwy 225
(Bretlin)
*Retail space - Dalton Place
Shop. Ctr. 2518 Cleveland Hwy.
1200, 1400, 44,000 SF avail.
706-279-1380 Wkdys 9-5:30

12,500 sf bldg. for sale or lease
& 10,000 sf bldg for sale by
owner. Dalton. Docks. Suitable
for light manfg. or wrhg, offices
w/ c/h/a. Perry 706-275-0862

728 Commercial
Rental

*302 S. Thornton 5,500 SF,
includes utilities, between
Newspaper office & Bank of Am.
*1515 Abutment Rd. 10,000 sq.
ft. includes utilities. Many sizes
or suites. 1.3 mi. S. of Walnut
*Camelot Bldg, Near I-75. 1514
W. Walnut Ave. Between Long
John Silvers & Burger King.
5,500 S/F.
706-279-1380 wkdys 9-5:30.

1500 SF office/ warehouse.
Drive in dock door, newer bldg.
$650 mo.. 1560 SF office,
reception area, offices, 2
bathrooms $650 mo. 2870 SF
wareshouse, 2 dock doors $650
mo. 706-226-8665 or 706-847-
1328

31,000 sq ft. Masonry building, 4
loading docks & offices. 1 block
off 4 lane Abutment Rd. on
Callahan Rd. 706-226-6245

Doctor’s Offices for Rent
Medical Suites, 2500 SF avail.

1008 Professional Blvd.,
Dalton. Distinctive Modern
Bldg., 3rd floor w/elevator.

706-279-1380 wkdays 9-5:30

Office space for lease.
Available Now! 1400 sq. ft. suite
and 2,500 sf. suite. 800 College
Dr. 706-226-6245 8:30a-5:00p

Office: 2700 S.F. Excellent
condition. 1143 E. Walnut Ave.
Call: 706-581-1037
Restaurants for rent: *410 S.
Hamilton (fmrly Bailey’s Diner)
Incl. equipment $3,495 mo. 30
day setup time - Free Rent. *801
E. Walnut Ave. Barrett
Marketplace $2995/Mo. $2000
dep. (fmrly El Taco) fully
furnished. 706-279-1380 wkdy
9-5:30

Retail and Office Space
for Lease.

Walnut Ave. + other locations
706-278-1566

728 Commercial
Rental

Retail Shop for Lease. 3000 SF
total. $1375.00 mth $500.00
Deposit. Chatsworth Area, Great
Location. 706-483-9187

Warehouse for lease in Dalton
20,640 dq. ft. & 25,800 sq. ft.

Call: 706-278-1566

RENTAL HOUSING

751 Apartments
$100 off 1st month rent. 3 BR,
$580/mo., $300/dep. Appliances,
c/h/a, W/D hookup, close to mall,
no pets. 706-278-4209 or 706-
463-1344 or 706-280-9861

****1st month rent free*****
Security deposit of $350. and
proof of income required
2bd/1ba $350 1bd/1 ba $300.
Contact Rodney 706-218-2732
or Arthur 706-264-6703. Pets ok
$25 extra a month.

*1130/1132 Burleyson $485 Mo,
$240 dep. 2 BR /1BA
*707-2 Lance 2 BR 1.5 BA.
Newly remodeled, 1st week free
w/1yr.lease. 706-279-1380
wkdys 9-5:30

1 STORY completely furn. effic.
Cable TV, phone, microwave,
kitc. supplies, linens, utilities
furniture North Tibbs Road.
$149/weekly, 278-7189.

1 STORY, 1 bedroom, low utility
bills. Water furnished, washer/
dryer connection, utility room,
attic storage. N. Tibbs Rd.
(706)278-7189
1, 2, & 3 Bd Apt’s - Starting at

$100/week. Power, water,
cable, furnished.

For details. 706-463-0672,
706-463-0671 & Español

706-463-0945

1st month, 1/2 off! 2 bd, 1 ba,
w/d hookup, c/h/a. Power, water,
& cable furnished. Close to
downtown. $175/wk or $650/ mo.
$200/dep. 706-581-4615

1st WEEK FREE!! 2
bd, 2 ba. A/C, cable, parking,

$155 wk. No Pets! Renovated.
706-263-0743 or 484-225-4212
2 BR 1 BA -601 Wills, $465 mth,
$230 dp. *503B Colter, 2BR
1.5BA $445 mth, $220 dp. 890
W. Addis $125 wk, $250 dep.
706-279-1380 wkd 9-5:30

2BR 1.5BA Townhouse. Washer/
dryer conn., c/h/a, utilities &
cable furn. $160/wk or $660/mo
No Pets. 706-463-3171

A SWEET DEAL FOR YOU!!
Well maintained.

Convenient location!
Call PARK CANYON APTS

706-226-6054
Email: parkcanyon@optilink.us

Apartment for Rent. 2BR/1 BA
located in Chatsworth. $435.00
mth $300.00 Deposit. NO PETS
706-483-9187

Brick- Northwest High area. 2
bd, 1 ba, w/d hookup, c/h/a,
appliances furnished including
dishwasher. Water, garbage &
lawn svc. furn. $440/mo. or
$110/wk, $200/dep. 706-673-
4809 or 706-581-4299

City west near Creative Arts
Guild. 2bd 2ba, CHA, WD conn.
Lease, references req’d $600
mon $300 dep. 706-463-3171

Don’t Down Size, Economize!
1, 2, & 3 Bedroom units

Some Amenities May Include:
*Utilities Furnished
*Washer & Dryer In Each Apt
*Ceiling Fans
*Playground & Soccer Field
*Stove & Refrigerator
*Dishwasher
*Free Extended Cable TV
*On Site Managers
Call For Our Move-In Special

706-278-3776

For Rent 3 bdrm, 1 bth,
basement duplex. Close to DHS
and hospital. $500./mth, $300.
dep, NO PETS. Call 706-226-
0989.

751 Apartments

MARCH ON IN!
1st MONTH

FREE!
BEST

APARTMENTS IN TOWN!
HUGE, LUXURY UNITS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

706-279-1801

Motel Rooms For Rent: 2107 S.
Dixie Hwy. 41. Standard -
$95/wk. Lg.- $125/$135wk.
Dep.= 2 wks. rent. Furnished +
TV, basic cable, private phone.
706-279-1380 wkdys 9-5:30

MOVE RIGHT IN, 1 & 2 BD
efficiency apts, furnished, all
util’s, w/d furnished, TV, In
Chats., & Dalton, near hospital.
706-313-1733 or 695-0625

MUST RENT THIS WEEK!!

$99 MOVES YOU IN
Super Deluxe Townhome

2 BR 1.5 Bath, Huge Closets
Woodburning Fireplaces,

Best Deal in Dalton
Best Location, True Luxury

706-934-3787

Reasonable Rates! Move-
in Special!

1 & 2 BR apts. available in
Chatsworth, Spring Place &

Eton. Call now 706-695-4880.

Secluded Townhouse 2br/ 1.5ba,
off Hwy 2 between Dalton &
Ringgold. No pets, $450 mo
$250 dep 706-581-2062.

Townhouse in Chatsworth. 2BR
1.5 BA WM/Dryer $475.00 mth
$300.00 Deposit NO PETS. 706-
483-9187

751 Apartments
STAY LODGE

Effic. Apt. with kitchen. Furn w/all
utilities. Laundry fac., basic
cable. Private phones furn.
Starting at $129.99/wk plus tax
Suite Deals 1BR $175.00 per
week. Call 706-278-0700

STAYLODGE - WILLOWDALE
MOVE IN SPECIAL
1st Week $100.00

706-278-0700

UNDERWOOD LODGE

Furnished Efficiency with
kitchenette. All Utilities &
Cable!! Laundry Facility

Available.
Move In Specials $70-$90

for first week!

706-226-4651

WE HAVE A
SWEETHEART

OF A DEAL FOR
YOU!

1, 2, & 3 Bdrm Units available,
but going fast! Pool - Fitness

Center - Laundry. FREE
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM All

units:
Sunroom &

W/D
hookups. 706-226-0404

752 Homes For Rent
*2 and 3 bedroom homes for
rent starting at $495 month.

Call 706-463-2332 or
706-397-2087 hhf@vol.com

READ ALL ABOUT IT
in the Classifieds!
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Fast Cash. Good as Gold. Run your ad. Mark it sold.

The Daily Citizen
www.daltondailycitizen.com

Got Stuff?
If you’ve outgrown your hard drive, given up your
golf game, ditched your diamond, stored your
stereo or garaged your guitar...

Don’t Stash it - Cash it!
Sell it in the classifieds

Call Us!
706-272-7703 or

706-272-7707

For brochures, or other information please call
our office at 706-625-5711 or visit

us on the web at www.flippermcdaniel.com
or Asset Management Logistics at

423-240-1482 or visit us on the web
at www.assestsmgt.com

Saturday February 21st &
Sunday February 22nd
Income-Producing Homes

Great for Investment
Huge Amounts of Personal Property
Ringgold, Catoosa County, Georgia

BANKRUPTCY

Offering a lifetime accumulation of Beautiful
high end Furnishings, Artwork, Home Décor &
Accessories, Vehicles, Tractors and Equipment,
Trailers, Fine China, Crystal, & Flatware,
Designer Clothing, Handbags, Shoes, Furs, &
Accessories, Electronics, Collectibles, &
MUCH MORE

This spectacular two day auction extravaganza
will have something for everyone.

A buyer’s premium will be added to all final
bids at this auction.

Personal Property Terms: Cash or certified
funds in full on site at the completion of the
auction. Absolutely NO personal or company
checks will be accepted
Real Estate Terms: 20% down on the day of
the auction with the entire balance due at
closing within 30 days

Auction will be held on site at 105 Buran Lane
off of Reeds Bridge Road

Preview/Inspection: Sunday Feb. 15th 1-5 PM
Thursday Feb. 19th 3-7 PM and/or Friday Feb.
20th 10AM - 4 PM

752 Homes For Rent
1 ac, 1.5 bath, 3-4 bdrm. Very
close to town/I-75, rent/lease to
own. Pets allowed. $800/mo.,
$600/dep. 706-673-4382

2 bedroom 1 bath home, large
lot, garage and carport. $500
month plus deposit. Haigmill Rd
off Reed Rd. 706-673-7716

****3 Br. house Tile, laminate.
$625/mo. Also 2Br/1Ba Duplex,
Washer/dryer hkps, c/h/a,
kitchen appl’s furn., 5min. from
N.Bypass. $450/mo, $300/dep.
706-537-6584.

City West. 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath
houe. C/H/A, large rooms.
$525/month. Call 706-463-9500

Large 2 bd, 1 bath, ex. sun
room. All appliances. No
Smoking. No pets. $450/mo. In
country. Cohutta area. 706-694-
3059

Westside area. Nice 2 Bdrm 1
Bath house, Kit Appliances,
$500/mo, $300 Dep. 1-yr lease,
Call Dovie at 278-1163.

Winter Special- 1st wk. FREE -
1 yr. lease - Sweetwater Rd. 3
BR 2 BA, $145wk, $290dep. So.
end of Murray Co off Hwy 225 S
1/2 + acre lots, beautiful country
setting. Several to choose from.
Sweetwater Rd., Chatsworth Hwy.
225 Fm Chats Hwy. Take Hwy 225
S 13 mi. Fm Calhoun, take Hwy
225 N, 6 mi past Elks Golf
Course, 1 mi N. of 4-way at
Nickelsville. 706-279-1380 wkdys
9-5:30

753 Condos For Rent
New Condos in Hammond
Creek, lease w/option to buy. 2
bd, 2.5 bath. Gated community &
swimming pool. Starting $900
mon (includes monthly fees)
daltoncustomhomeconstruction.co
m
706-673-2121 or 706-581-2778

MOBILE HOMES

778 Mobile Homes
For Rent

2 BR 1 BA 2012 -1 Abutment
Rd. 122 Fields Rd. Rocky Face
$100 / wk, $200 dep. 2 BR 2 BA
- 2111 B Dixie Hwy. $120 wk,
$240 dep. 706-279-1380 wkdys
9-5:30.

3 bedroom 1.5 bath doublewide
on acre of land. Lower Dug Gap
Rd. $120 week, water included.
706-217-7807.
3 BR 2 B - 3181 Rauschenberg
$165 wk, $330 dep. 529 Laster,
706-279-1380 wkdy 9-5:30

HUGE DISCOUNTS!
2 & 3 BD homes, many w/ hdwd
floors. Country setting. Large lots
& private pond. Carbondale
area. $100-$135/wk. 706-383-
8123

Lease purchase or rent. 3 bdrm
2 bath, doublewide on 1 acre lot
iGood area in Chatsworth. Call
Steve 706-270-1342.

Move in Special! 1/2 Price.
Quiet community. From $95 to
$135 week. Utilities included.
706-506-3561 or 678-910-5776

Westside Area: 1 and 2
bedroom mobile homes.
Call 706-673-4000

TRANSPORTATION

801 Antiques
& Classics

1968 Dodge Charger, Vibrant
Red, Completely Restored, 454
High Perf. Engine, Very Sharp
$29,500. Call 706-618-7899 or
706-695-8643.

806 Domestic Autos

2006 Cadillac STS, 6 cycl, nav.
sunroof, heated & cooled seats,

fully loaded, white diamond.
29,000 miles. $19,900.

706-277-3729

Asking $2,200 for this 2002
Chevy Cavalier with automatic,
power windows and locks. CD
player. Also, has new tires. This
car looks and runs like new.
Call 706-218-8021

807 Import Autos
2000 Mercedes Benz E320.
Silver, auto, leather, clean
condition, like new. Great on
gas. 35K miles. $10,500. 561-
512-7521.

2000 Mercedes SLK 230
hardtop convertible, low miles,
excellent condition, service
records, $12,000. 706-280-4552

2001 - Jaguar, 4.0, S-Type.
67,458 Miles. $ 12,200.
Call: 706-217-8171

807 Import Autos

2001 Saturn SC1, black, 3 door
sports coup. Manual
transmission. 140K miles, Great
running car. Fuel saver, great on
gas, air blows cold, CD player,
AM/FM radio. $3,000 or make
an offer. 706-581-9933

2005 BMW M3 Cabriolet, 36k
miles, 6 sp., still under factory

warranty, carbon black on black,
Harman/Kardon sound,

navigation, heated seats,
xenon headlights, garage kept,

one owner, asking $43,000.
Call: 706-260-1673

2005 Super Charged Mini
Cooper. 6 speed. Convertible.
Premium Sport Package. One

owner, 40,000 miles,
Harmon/Kardon parking

sensors, cruise control, auto air.
Price $21,000.

Call: 706-313-1119.

2006 Suzuki Forenza Station
wagon. Automatic. Power
windows, cassette/CD, new tires
& brakes. 116k. Excellent
transportation $4,500. OBO 706-
581-1837 anytime.

Reduced. 2006 Honda Accord
EXL. Like new. Gray. Full

warranty. 36k miles. Loaded.
Leather seats, XM radio,

sunroof, 34mpg. Like new. Great
Cond. Must sell! No tax!

$17,999. obo.
706-614-7719

807 Import Autos

Reduced. 2006 Honda Accord
EXL. Like new. Gray. Full

warranty. 36k miles. Loaded.
Leather seats, XM radio,

sunroof, 34mpg. Like new. Great
Cond. Must sell! No tax!

$17,999. obo.
706-614-7719

Well Maintained! Local Car!
2004 Mercedes CLK 320 Coupe

with 80,000 miles. Black ext.,
Beige int., 2DR, Semi-

Automatic, Rear WD, 6 Cylinder,
Sunroof, 6 Disc Changer, Push

Button Start/Stop, ASKING:
$21,000/obo.

Call 706-463-1561

808 4-Wheel Drive

1989 Ford Bronco XLT. Red and
white two tone. 4x4. Very clean.
$3,800. Call 706-260-6547

809 Trucks
1999 Dodge Ram 3500 flat bed.
Diesel. $7,500. Call: (706)673-
4410

2002 Tundra V-8, 4x4, Tan
leather interior, power
everything. Loaded. Excellent
condition. 64,000 miles. Never
been off road. $13,000. Call:
706-397-2288

809 Trucks

2003 F-250, 4 door- crew cab.
6.0 diesel, 94k miles. 4x4.
Automatic, Excellent condition.
Asking $18,500. 706-264-7883
or 706-629-4000.

2006 GMC 16 ft box truck Yel-
low. 6.0 V8 Unleaded engine w/
300 hp. Auto. Transmission,
A/C, ABS brakes, Power
Steering, 2 Bucket Seats,
AM/FM radio, 10 ft loading ramp
w’ 1000lb capacity. Mileage
ranging from 40,000 – 75,000
miles. Sale price is $12,000 -
$14000. Only method of
payment accepted is certified
check or money order. Sorry no
financing Contact Josh Hall @
Penske, Day- 706-277-9477,
Night- 423-304-6669

811 Utility Trailers

Mobile Concession stand (log
cabin), great for carnival or fair,
completely self contained, AC,

Espresso cart, $15,000.
Call: 706-581-4122 for details.

812Sport Utility Vehicle

2005 GMC Envoy SLT. Loaded
with every option available. 47K
miles, 1-owner, garage kept, non
smoker, $15,500. Call 706-280-
8268

2006 FORD Expedition - Eddie
Bauer 2WD, leather, 3rd row
power fold down, 6 disc CD
changer, 22K miles, like new.
Excellent condition. $24,900.
706-422-8617 - 706-260-1029

Like new. 2004 Explorer. V8
engine with 3rd row seat. Well
maintained. Many extras. Only
$9,500. Call: 706-280-1431

RECREATION

851 Boats

2001 21’ Bullet Bass Boat.
225 Optimax. $15,500.
Call: 706-226-2161

2002 - 18 1/2 Bass Boat. 90 HP
Merc w/trim. 3 bank charger.
$7,500. Call 706-226-2161

2003 17' GENERATION JOHN
BOAT. 60 Hp Johnson (04'
model, runs great) Recently
added sound proofing to hull.
Boat has tilt & trim on the front &
back. Heavy duty trailer, a 55
thrust trolling motor, paddles, &
a depth finder GPS included.
PRICE REDUCED TO: $4,500
obo. 706-934-4757 Email:
Tathazar@yahoo.com

Great Family Fun!!
1996 Ebbtide 182.

Bow rider. With trailer.
$6,900. OBO.

Call:706-463-2529

856 Motorcycles
& Bikes

2004 Kawasaki Vulcan 2000.
Fully loaded, Maroon, 1 owner,
garage kept, 10K miles. 5
helmets, extra back seat & road
pegs. New tires. Price
Reduced $500. to $7,500 obo.
706-218-9183

2006 CBR 600 F4I, blue. 5,300
miles, jardine slip on pipe. 2
years warranty remaining. Never
been laid down. Excellent
condition. $5,.400 or best offer.
Call: 706-508-3955

2006 Honda CRF230, electric
start, excellent condition, like
new, rode very little, Aftermarket
pipe and stock pipe. $2,100. Call
day 706-673-3500 or
evening 706-259-9584.

856 Motorcycles
& Bikes

JUST LIKE NEW!!
2006 FLHXI Harley Davidson
Street Glide, vivid black, full

Rinehart exhaust, passenger
detachable back rest, AM/FM

radio & CD player, security
system, garage kept, only 4,300
miles. Please call 706-581-3516.

LEGAL NOTICES

901 Public Notices
PUBLIC NOTICE
The City of Dalton Public Safety
Commission will hold a Special Called
Meeting on Friday, February 20, 2009 at
8:30 a.m. in City Clerk's Conference
Room at City Hall for the sole purpose
of holding an Executive Session to
Discuss Personnel Matters.
This 16th day of February, 2009.
Bernadette Chattam
City Clerk
The City of Dalton
02/19
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Reach over 39,150 readers
for around $4.00 per day!

Call for details 706-272-7703 or 706-272-7707

SERVICE DIRECTORY

''''''''''''''''''''''''''

**Home Repair**

New window and door
installation

Bath and kitchen remodels
Electrical & plumbing

repairs
Decks

COMPLETE HOME REPAIR
WITH TOTAL CUSTOMER

SATISFACTION

35 Years Experience

Call Dave @
706-537-1549

''''''''''''''''''''''''''

WE INSTALL
40 YR. WARRANTY

ON METAL ROOFING

NEW CONSTRUCTION
ADDITIONS
PORCHES
PAINTING

(INTERIOR & EXTERIOR)

30 YRS. EXP.
STATE LICENSED

RANDY HULETT

706-695-2686
706-581-2471

C.W. MASONRY
All Phases:

Brick, Block, Stone,
Cement, & Stucco.

No job too small!

I’ll beat any local job.

FREE ESTIMATES

Call 226-6963 or
706-280-1341

EATON DIRT
##SMALL BACKHOE
##DUMP TRUCK
##LANDSCAPING
##MOWING
##CONSTRUCTION

Call: ANDY EATON

706-537-1219
Monday - Friday & most

Weekends

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Cash paid for old
furniture, antiques, shot
guns, old clocks, pocket
watches, pocket knives,
coins, picture frames,

store signs and fixtures,
collectibles, churns,

jars, 1800
century books, most

anything old.

Call Bill
(423)285-4064

DOC’S HOME REPAIR
& REMODELING

Ceramic Tile- Decks- Textured
Ceilings- Additions- Flooring-

Custom Building
Free Estimates

“NO JOB TOO SMALL”

20 Years Experience
References Provided

Tim Dockery
Cell: (706) 264-6918

ELROD’S
PRESSURE
WASHING

Residential & Commercial
''Houses/ Mobile Homes
'' Concrete Cleaning
''Vinyl/ Brick/ Masonite
'' Prep for Painting
'' Mold Removal
''References Available
'' Exterior /Gutters Cleaning
'ROOF CLEANING (Black
streak removal, algae removal)

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Scott 706-264-9482

Automotive

Are you tired of looking at
those junk cars ( buses,

dumptrucks) in your yard?
We can solve your

problem!

You call, we haul..
also scrap metal!

Jim and Sondra Lockhart
home: 706-694-8675
cell: 423-400-1302

J & S Salvage
and Towing

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Carpentry

WINDOW

WORKS!

New Vinyl
Replacement

Windows

Decks

Carpentry

''FREE ESTIMATE''
Call David at
706-264-1284

Construction

J&M Power Digging

Top Soil
Dozer

Track Hoe
Back Hoe

Dump Truck
Lots cleared

Footings
Drive Ways

Rock (hauled)
Septic Tanks
Field Lines

Fill Dirt

706-217-9531
706-275-0578

Home Improvement

HOMESTYLES
The Professionals for all your

home remodeling and
repairs.

#Room Additions #Decks
#All types of siding

#Windows #Home repairs
#Drywall #Painting
#Ceramic tile floors

& counters
#Hardwood Floors &
laminates #Garages

For Free Estimates
706-673-7675

Terry L. Scrivner
Cell Phone 706-260-1284

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Residential
Maintenance

#Room Additions #Decks
#Electrical #Plumbing
#Field Line repairs &

installation #Sheetrock repair
#Painting, Etc.

Licensed & Insured

Call Mike
423-595-1400

Psalms 127:1

Landscaping

AAA Lawn Care
& Landscaping

TREE TRIMMING
“Save Today with AAA!”

Mowing, Trimming, Blowing
Edging, Fertilizing, Pressure
Washing, Plant / Flower in-
stalls, Shrub Trimming,
Mulch, Trash and Debris
Removal w/ Dump Truck,
Tree Planting, Trimming, and
Pruning, Lot Clearing,
Decks, Storage Buildings &
Bobcat Work.
Fully Insured, Free Estimates

AAA Lawn Care
& Landscaping

Call 706.280.9557

ESCAPE YARDWORK!

If You’d
Rather Be

Relaxing, Leave
the Yard Work to

Us!

#Mowing #Mulching
#Trimming #Seeding

#Gutter Cleaning
#Pressure Washing

#Painting #Handyman
Work, and more

Call Michael For Your
Free Estimate

GUESS LANDSCAPING
Cell: 706-280-4250

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Painting

#1 M&M
Painting & Decorating

Interior & Exterior
%%Deck Building and Sealing

%%Pressure Washing
%Popcorn & Texture

Ceilings
%%Texture Walls

%%Roofing & Roof Leak
Repairs Metal Roofs

45 Years of experience
No Job Too Big or Too

Small.
Call Marty 706-847-

0106
Free Estimates

Tree Service

A & A TREE
SERVICE,

LLC
& STUMP
GRINDING

Insured - $1 Million Liability
$$Trees Pruned
$$Bucket Truck and
Chipper
$$Removal & Clean-up
$$Experienced
Hazardous Tree
Removal
$$Lot Clearing

FREE ESTIMATES
706-260-9573

COLLINS TREE
SERVICE
Crane Service.

No Job Too Small,
No Tree Too Tall!

Stump Grinding
Specializing In Dangerous

Tree Removal.
Full Equipment:

Fully Insured - Free Estimates
ALL MAJOR CREDIT
CARDS ACCEPTED.
For More Information

Call: 259-3792
706-483-6496

“Jesus Loves You - John 3:16

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Danny’s Tree
Removal

##Planted
##Storm Damage

##Mulch
##Shrubbery

##Trim

Fully Insured
Senior Citizen Discount

Call: 706-270-2697

Larry’s
Trees To Dirt

Full Line of Equip. Available.

Complete Tree
Removal Service.

including
Hazardous & Dangerous

Storm Clean-Up
Lot & Land Clearing

Stump Grinding,
Any Size, Any Where

Firewood For Sale

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

706-581-3870
Years of Expereince

Whitfield
Evergreen-

Arborist
1037 Keith Mill
Rd. Dalton, Ga

30720

“CUTTING DOWN
YOUR WORRIES”

“All Types of Tree Work”
Free Estimates
Fully Insured

20 years experience with
climbing & bucket truck

stump removal

Firewood For
Sale

Phone
706-275-7017

Cell 706-463-6108

Home Improvement Tree Service



How to get the free Armored Safes

All those who beat the 72 hour order deadline for each
personal hoard of 4,100 U.S. Gov’t issued coins from
the World Reserve Collection will actually be awarded
the Presidential Armored Safes absolutely free.

Eligibility: There are geographic restrictions in place.
Only those who respond from a publication issued in
the blue shaded state shown on the map are eligible
for the free Armored Safes. If you reside outside of the
shaded area, you may still order only if using the Free
Claim Code listed above.
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eachfordeadlineorderhour72thebeatwhothoseAll
fromcoinsissuedGov’tU.S.4,100ofhoardpersonal

awardedbeactuallywillCollectionReserveWorldthe
free.absolutelySafesArmoredPresidentialthe

Eligibility:
inissuedpublicationafromrespondwhothoseOnly

eligiblearemaptheonshownstateshadedbluethe

Call the Claim Hotline:
1-866-948-2597

Use Free Claim Code:
US4396

Terms & Conditions: The first shipment of coins will begin when it has been confirmed that you properly received
delivery of your free Armored Safe. You’ll only need to cover the freight for the safe and $98 for the first ship-
ment of coins then the same amount for the remaining eighteen monthly shipments to complete the entire col-
lection of 4,100 U.S. Gov’t coins. THE NO-WORRY GUARANTEE ENSURES THAT REFUNDS WILL BE GRANTED
FOR ALL ITEMS PROPERLY RETURNED, LESS SHIPPING. THAT MEANS, CANCELLATION WILL ALSO REQUIRE THE
RETURN OF THE FREE ARMORED SAFE. FAILURE TO DO SO WILL REQUIRE REMITTANCE FOR THE SAFE OF FOUR
HUNDRED AND THIRTY SIX DOLLARS. THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT OR ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY. THE INCREASE IN COLLECTIBLE VALUE OF CERTAIN
PRIOR ISSUES OF U.S. COINS DOES NOT GUARANTEE THAT CURRENT ISSUES WILL ALSO INCREASE IN VALUE.

Not Eligible
Eligible for free
Armored Safes

NO MORE WORRIES: Carolyn Ford of Perry Town, OH thought she hit the jackpot
when her free Armored Safe was delivered. “I already have some old coins, but I
wanted this whole hoard of U.S. coins as a nice nest egg. I’ll also set aside some
of my hoard for my Grandchildren. Now I don’t have to worry where to keep my
important papers and my Grandfather’s gun since I have my new safe,” she said.

LIKE WINNING THE LOTTERY: Everyone gets the personal hoard consisting of 4,100 brilliant, never-circulated U.S.
Gov’t coins including 100 Presidential Golden Dollar Coins in two sealed Ballistic Vault Rolls of 50 and 16 heavy vault bricks
containing 160 sealed vault rolls of 25 never-circulated U.S. Buffalo Nickels for a total of 4,100 coins. If times ever get
really tough any coin in this collection could be used to buy anything. Keep it as long as you can because this hoard is
already worth so much more than face value.

SHOULD HAVE
HAD MONEY

IN A SAFE:
Stunned customers

show up at this
California bank only

to find the bank
suddenly closed.

©2009UNIVERSALMEDIASYNDICATE, INC.SPECIALADVERTISEMENTFEATURE ADVERTISEMENT FORWORLDRESERVEMONETARYEXCHANGE, INC.3939EVERHARDRD.,CANTONOH44709

By Shawn Oyler
Universal Media Syndicate

HELP IS ON THE WAY: This never-before-seen photo captures the rapid shipment of free Presidential Armored Safes that are now being shipped to U.S. citizens
in select regions of the country. The private World Reserve is handing out the Armored Safes free to the general public who rush to beat today’s published deadline
to buy up the newly released World Reserve Collection consisting of 4,100 U.S. Gov’t issued coins. Those who get through by calling the National Delivery Hotline
at 1-866-948-2597 and beat the 72 hour order deadline will get the Armored Safes for free.

Free armored safes being doled out to public

7 smart places to stash your cash
So you’re still hiding money under

the mattress or in the bread box?
Well, you’re not alone.
Ever since financial institutions have

been dropping like flies, millions of
Americans have stopped relying solely
on their bank.

Are banks safe? Well maybe. But
with so much to lose, here are 7 things
we can consider to protect the little we
have left.

1. Be sure your institution is insured.
If you’re not sure if your bank is

FDIC insured find out or get your
money out.

Insured or not, the fact is this. The
FDIC has only enough cash on hand to
cover about 2% of nationwide depos-
its. Pretty scary stuff, so it’s not al-
ways wise to have all your eggs in one

basket.
2. Start and grow a coin collection.
Coin collections are tangible assets

that will always keep their face value,
instead of just owning stocks that
could depreciate or lose you money.

If times ever get really tough, U.S.
Gov’t coins will always bail you out. A
good safety net is to insist on only never-
circulated U.S. Gov’t issued coins.

3. Keep cash safe at home.
Cash is King. Believe it, but remem-

ber not to keep it in a thief’s favorite
spot; like in the bread box or the
mattress.

These will never have the protec-
tion that a quality home safe can pro-
vide to safeguard your money. See #7
for more.

4. US Saving Bonds, an old favorite.
U.S. Saving Bonds are easy way

for your money to stay safe in the

will likely reap the benefits of these
investments.

7. Buy a good safe.
Home safes become an absolute

necessity during economic turmoil.
If you already have one make sure it’s

big enough and heavy enough to foil a
thief. It will also keep nosy relatives out
of your business.

A good safe made from solid steel
construction can cost anywhere from

$300 to over a thousand dollars. But,
because of the huge spike in recent
sales, safes may be hard to come by.

But if you can find a good one, you’ll
have your own Fort Knox to keep
everything safe including: official
documents, coin collections, currency,
U.S. Saving Bonds, guns, gold, silver,
deeds, wills and other legal papers.

With all this you’ll be much safer, just
in case your bank is the next to fail. ■

By Aaron Robinson
Universal Media Syndicate

Armored Safe giveaway ends public worry for those who rush to buy up hoards of
brilliant, never-circulated U.S. Gov’t issued coins that will never lose their cash value

future.
However, if lost or stolen they could

be difficult to replace unless the serial
number was kept in a safe place. But
be careful because they must now be
held for at least 1 year before cashing
them in.

5. Gold and silver still shine.
If you own gold or silver, great, hold

on to it. But if you don’t, one of your
best bets is to try to get as many U.S.
Gov’t issued gold and silver coins as
you can. Due to the recent demand,
the U.S. Mint had to halt the produc-
tion of some of their most valued gold
coins.

6. Hold on to real estate.
With interest rates at historic all-

time lows the market is sure to re-
cover and property values will once
again bounce back. So those who hold
on to their homes for the long term

Home safe sales smash 60 year record due to new banking worries

UMS - Imagine finally getting some-
thing that will never lose its value.

Sounds too good to be true?
Well, it’s true and word is quickly

spreading about the free handout
of Armored Safes that are being
stocked with the 4,100 brilliant,
never-circulated U.S. Gov’t issued
coins that by law will never be
minted again.

These free Armored Safes are
being turned over to the general
public who make it in time to beat
the order deadline for their share
of the hoard of brilliant, never-
circulated U.S. Gov’t coins before
the 72-hour shutoff.

“The frantic demand for U.S.
Gov’t coins has caused the U.S.
Mint® to officially halt the sale of
many of its most valuable coins,”
said lead consultant for the World
Reserve Thomas C. Harris, Re-
tired Deputy Director of the U.S.
Treasury Bureau of Engraving and
Printing.

“Today, the World Reserve be-
gan to release this hoard consisting
of 4,100 U.S. Gov’t issued coins in a
free Armored Safe to the general
public. Having valuable U.S. Gov’t
coins serves as an economic life raft.
This valuable Collection will never,
never, never lose its face value. You
will always have something worth a
lot of money,” said Harris.

Here’s the best part, among the
4,100 never-circulated U.S. Gov’t
coins that everyone gets there
are 100 of the highly sought after
Presidential Golden Dollar coins.

Here’s why that is so impor-
tant. Just think if you would have
saved the same number of uncircu-
lated Eisenhower Dollar coins from
1974. Remarkably, they would now
be worth 600% more in collector
value.

This gives you a hint that these are
not the same grade as the coins found
in loose change, or from the local
bank. In fact, these coins remain in
brilliant, never-circulated condition
if left sealed and untouched.

U.S. Gov’t Savings Bonds used
to be a favorite way to keep money
safe and popular to give as gifts.
But no one can take a Savings Bond
and go buy something with it.

That’s why this hoard of valuable
coins gives everyone the comfort of
having full control of their money.
No matter what, they will never
lose their U.S. cash value.

If times ever get really tough

any coin in the hoard could be used
to buy anything. But unless it is a
good reason, only a fool would do
that because this personal hoard
of money is already worth so much
more in collector value.

“So many people are buying up
these coins. Even for those people
who give away some of their collec-
tion as gifts, they are keeping the
Armored Safe for themselves,” said
Robert Castaldo, Director of the
private World Reserve Monetary
Exchange.

“This Safe is one of the absolute
best places to keep valuables and
important papers. People will now
have a safe place to store their wills,
guns, jewelry, antiques, keys, coins
and even cash,” Castaldo said.

“The only problem the Safe cre-
ates is when it’s time to read your
Will. You need to make sure every-
one knows who you want to leave it
to,” he said.

“When Americans get their
hands on this Safe and their very
own personal hoard of U.S. Gov’t
Coins, they’ll really do a double
take. Everyone will feel like they
just won the lottery,” he said. ■
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